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Why 


Marriage 


Is for 


Life 


DONALD F. MILLER, C.SS.R. 
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If all who are planning to 

marry would deeply ponder the 
following considerations, there 
would be fewer failures in 
marriage, fewer invalid marriages 
after divorce, and fewer 

immortal souls lost. 


NE of the chief causes of the 

loss of immortal souls in the 
world today is bad marriages, espec- 
ially those marriages in which one of 
the partners has been validly and 
sacramentally married before and 
then divorced. The census cards of 


June, 1958 


any large city parish in the United 
States will reveal a startling number 
of such marriages within its boundar- 
ies. 

Those who are living in such mar- 
riages are often blind to their great 
peril. They say: “Why should I be 
censured or condemned by the Cath- 
olic Church for seeking a little hap- 
piness in a new marriage after divorce 
from one that has failed? After all, 
I can still love God, and fortunately I 
will be judged in the end not by man 
but by God.” 


The point these persons miss is that 
the same God Who will one day judge 
them, has laid down the norms and 
the laws according to which He will 
judge them in the end. One of those 
norms is that according to which He 
has condemned as gravely sinful, 
and as the beginning of a life of sin, 
any attempted marriage after divorce 
from one that was valid, sacramental 
and consummated. As to loving God, 
it is easy to say, “I love you, O God.” 
But the Son of God Himself said that 
this is not enough. He said: “If you 
love Me, you will keep my com- 
mandments.” 


Perhaps it will help some of those 
who are tempted to enter invalid 
marriages to resist the temptation if 
they can be brought face to face with 
all the evidence for the fact that such 
marriages are unmistakably contrary 
to the will and the law and the love 
of God. Perhaps this will help some 
who have already entered into such 
attempted marriages to make a be- 
ginning of escape from their continu- 
ing state of sin. 





“YET it be made clear at the out- 

set just exactly what we are 
talking about when we speak of in- 
valid marriages due to a previous 
marriage and divorce of one of the 
partners. The kind of marriage from 
which no power on earth can free a 
person so that he can enter another 
marriage is one that has three marks. 


First, it is valid in the sense that it 
was properly, knowingly and freely 
entered into by both partners. 


Second, it is sacramental because 
both persons were validly baptized 
Christians when they made the con- 
tract. Two validly baptized non- 
Catholics enter into such a sacra- 
mental contract when they are mar- 
ried before a minister, or a judge or 
any lawfully constituted civil author- 
ity, and thus are irrevocably bound 
to their contract till the death of one 
of them. A Catholic, whether marry- 
ing another Catholic or a non-Cath- 
olic, validly enters a sacramental and 
lifelong contract only before a priest 
and two witnesses. 


Third, it must have been consum- 
mated; if it can be proved that it 
never was, then the Church can dis- 
solve it as a non-completed contract. 

Thus the position of the Catholic 
Church is this: that after such a valid, 
sacramental, consummated marriage, 
neither partner can ever validly mar- 
ry unless death breaks the previous 
bond. This holds true both for Cath- 
olics and for validly baptized Prot- 
estants. If one such person attempts 
a second marriage after divorce from 
the first spouse, he commits a grave 
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sin in the very attempt, and continues 
to live in sin so long as he lives as if 
married to the second partner. And 
the second partner shares in the sin. 

Nor does it matter how innocent 
one of the partners was, or thought 
he was, in the breakup of the first 
marriage. Christian marriage is for 
life, no matter how wicked or intol- 
erable the conduct of one of the 
spouses has become. There are no 
exceptions to this rule. 

Now for the big question: Why? 
Why is the Catholic Church so ada- 
mant, so unchanging, so unsympa- 
thetic in this matter? The answer can 
be given in three parts. First, because 
Jesus Christ clearly made this a law 
to be observed by all His followers. 
Second, because reason and experi- 
ence prove the necessity of the law. 
Third, because an answer can be 
given to every objection raised 
against the law. 


I 

Because Jesus Christ clearly made 
this a law to which He would ad- 
mit of no exceptions. 

Certainly anyone who believes that 
Jesus Christ was God, and who 
reads the Gospels recording His 
words, can have no doubt about His 
prohibition of marriage after divorce 
for all His followers. 

St. Mark, in chapter 10, verses 7 
to 12, quotes Christ as follows: 
“God, from the first days of creation, 
made them man and woman. A man, 
therefore, will leave his father and 
mother and will cling to his wife, and 
the two will become one flesh. Why 
then, since they are no longer two, 
but one flesh, what God has joined 
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let not man put asunder.” “And when 
(St. Mark continues) they were in 
the house, his disciples asked him 
further about the same question. 
Whereupon He told them, if a man 
puts away his wife and marries an- 
other, he behaves adulterously toward 


her; and if a woman puts away her © 


husband and marries another, she is 
an adulteress.” 


St. Luke in chapter 16, verses 17- 
18, puts Christ’s words about divorce 
and remarriage in an even more sol- 
emn setting. Christ first said to the 
apostles, “And yet it is easier for 
heaven and earth to disappear than 
for one line of the law to perish.” 
Then he emphasizes this line of the 
law: “Every man who puts away his 
wife and marries another is an adul- 
terer, and he too is an adulterer, that 
marries a woman who has been put 
away.” 

The mistake that many people 
make is that they fail to consider this 
severe teaching of Christ against the 
background of His total plan of sal- 
vation for human beings. 


They fail to see it against the 
background of His teaching that He 
created human beings to win heaven 
for themselves at any cost; that He 
did not place them on earth to find 
anything like complete happiness 
there, either in marriage or anywhere 
else. 

They fail to see it against the 
background of His constant teaching 
on the terrible evil of serious sin, and 
on the importance of giving up any- 
thing — father, mother, home, lands, 
possessions, even an eye or a hand or 
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a foot, even life itself, rather than fall 
into mortal sin. 

They fail to see it against the back- 
ground of His teaching on the 
necessity of bearing crosses on earth 
for the sake of a resurrection into 
heaven, which include the crosses of 
failure in marriage, of loneliness after 
such failure, of temptations to at- 
tempt a marriage forbidden by God 
that must be resisted to the end. 

They fail to see it against the 
background of His promise to give 
all the help and grace that anyone 
will ever need to remain faithful to 
His laws, if only they will ask for it 
in persevering prayer. 


All who accept Christ as God and 
as their Redeemer, must accept His 
teaching on all these things, and look 
upon His prohibition of marriage aft- 
er divorce as only a small part of 
His over-all plan for their salvation. 
If they refuse to accept this, He Who 
will one day be their judge has al- 
ready said that they are forfeiting 
salvation and heaven. In the inspired 
language of St. Paul he warns: “Make 
no mistake about it; it is not the... 
adulterous . . . that will inherit the 
kingdom of God.” (I Corinthians, 
6:9-11) 


Il. 

Because reason and experience 
prove the necessity of Christ’s pro- 
hibition of marriage after divorce. 

Anyone who studies human nature 
and the purpose of marriage as it is 
evident in the manner in which God 
made human beings, can come to an 
understanding of why Christ so se- 
verely forbade marriage after divorce. 
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It is obvious to reason that God 
left human beings free to marry or 
not to marry, even though He im- 
planted in them such strong instincts 
toward marriage that most human 
beings would enter that state. 


It is equally obvious to reason that 
God intended that those who would 
choose marriage as a state should 
look upon it as a permanent state, a 
union that could be broken only by 
death. 

This can be proved to reason from 
many angles. First of all, marriage is 
the state designed by God for the 
bringing forth and rearing of children. 
Children need two parents working 
together to rear them properly; they 
need a mother and father who have 
dedicated their whole lives to the 
task of preparing them for adult- 
hood. Nature (which means God in 
action) clearly meant marriage to be 
indissoluble because-of the needs of 
the children who may be born to it. 


Then, too, even apart from the 
needs of children, men and women 
are so fashioned by God that only 
in monogamous marriage (that is, 
one wife with one husband till death 
separates them), can they find that 
security of affection, security of posi- 
tion, and security of their future that 
their nature yearns for. This is more 
dramatically clear in the case of 
wives than of husbands, but it is al- 
so evident in the case of the latter. 
If divorce and remarriage were en- 
visioned in the law of nature and the 
law of God, then no wife could ever 
feel secure with her husband, and no 
husband could ever feel sure of his 
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wife. This characteristic of human na- 
ture, which is the evidence of a law 
of God, is expressed in words by all 
civilized and most of the uncivilized 
peoples of the world when they enter 
marriage. Knowing their need for se- 
curity in love and security for their 
home, they solemnly swear “to take 
each other for better for worse, in 
sickness and in health, till death parts 
them.” 


Finally, reason, backed by exper- 
ience, can reach the certain conclu- 
sion that marriage was intended by 
God to last until death because of the 
essential relationship between solid 
homes and the needs of society as a 
whole. It is an axiom that a sound 
society of many human beings can be 
built up only on the unbreakable 
marriage ties and secure homes of its 
members. Without these latter there 
can be no guarantee that any bond 
of trust between human beings will 
be long respected. Without these lat- 
ter, society has the all but insoluble 
problem of dealing with millions of 
children of broken homes. Without 
these latter, the most innocent social 
gatherings become an opportunity for 
husbands to prey on the wives of oth- 
er men, and wives on the husbands . 
of their friends. The social needs of 
all human beings require that first 
and foremost they respect as abso- 
lutely sacred the bond of marriage. 


Every one of these conclusions of 
reason is backed up by the eloquent 
voice of experience, especially since 
divorce and re-marriage have become 
commonplace. The presence of mil- 
lions of confused, unhappy and de- 
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linquent children in America, the 
drifting about of thousands of frus- 
trated divorcees and lonely husbands 
separated from their wives, and the 
countless and baffling problems faced 
by courts and welfare agencies be- 
cause of broken homes — all pro- 
claim the law of God: “Marriage is 
for life. Divorce and remarriage are 


contrary to nature and the law of 
God.” 


These conclusions of reason and 
experience are sound and unanswer- 
able. However, Christ knew that hu- 
man beings are prone to find evasions 
from the law of God as made known 
to them by reason alone. That is why 
He put this particular law into words, 
into a direct command from His own 
divine lips. And He made it as force- 
ful as even a God could. He said that 
marriage after divorce is adultery. 


Il. 

Because an answer can be given 
to every objection raised against 
this law of God. 

The objections to the universal law 
of God forbidding divorce and remar- 
riage are usually worded in one or 
more of the following forms. The 
answers are appended to each ob- 
jection. 


1. Objection: “I can see the wis- 
dom of a law against divorce. But I 
think that exceptions to the general 
law should be permissible in behalf 
of very worthy cases.” 

Answer: First of all, the Son of 
God left room for no exceptions 
when He proclaimed the law. But 
again, reason and experience tell us 
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why. One exception to the law would 
lead to a million exceptions. Every 
husband and wife who meet with 
some unhappiness in marriage would 
feel that theirs is a case for an ex- 
ception to the law. If the door were 
opened for exceptions, then the most 
flimsy reasons for divorce and remar- 
riage would inevitably be brought 
forth as representing worthy cases, 
and the security of marriage and the 
home would be shattered. 

Actual statistics of divorces and 
remarriages in America prove this. 
Leading thinkers are constantly be- 
wailing the frequency of divorce and 
remarriage, and saying that the laws 
should be tightened up on this mat- 
ter; yet nobody can stop the throngs 
rushing headlong for the door left 
open for exceptions to God’s law. 


2. Objection: “Why should an in- 
nocent person be punished through- 
out life for the sins committed by a 
partner in marriage, who turned out 
to be impossible to live with?” 

Answer: An abandoned wife or 
husband is not necessarily being pun- 
ished for the sins of the partner. Such 
persons are only asked to be faithful 
to a vow they freely and knowingly 
made before God that they would be 
faithful to their spouse until death. 
If this means a certain amount of 
loneliness and suffering, it should be 
looked upon, not necessarily as a 
punishment, but as a part of the 
price they must pay for the happiness 
of heaven. 

Few abandoned husbands and 
wives can honestly say that they have 
been so “innocent” that they com- 
mitted no sins of any kind that led 
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to the breakup of their marriage. 
Thus there is nothing unreasonable 
in asking them to look upon any suf- 
fering that results from a failure in 
marriage, not as a punishment for 
the sins of their partner, but as a 
chance of atonement for their own 
sins. 


3. Objection: “A young wife or 
husband who has suffered a failure 
in marriage has a right to some hap- 
piness in life. Therefore they have a 
right to try another marriage with a 
compatible person who will help 
them forget the miseries of their first 

Answer: All human beings have a 
right, in the sense that they were 
created for this, to only one kind of 
happiness, and that is the happiness 
of heaven. Christ taught that they are 
to give up anything for that happi- 
ness — even father and mother, home 
and lands and possessions and life 
itself, if necessary, to attain that goal. 


A divorced person who says he has 
a right to happiness on earth and 
therefore a right to attempt marriage 
after divorce is really saying this: “I 
have a right to choose 20 or 30 or 
40 years of so-called happiness in an 
invalid marriage on earth in place of 
the eternal happiness of heaven.” 
Yes, he is free to make such a choice. 
He will have all eternity to regret it. 


4, Objection: “How do you expect 
a young man or woman of 25 or 30 
years of age to live the rest of their 
lives without sex and without the 
companionship of marriage after their 
first marriage has failed?” 
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Answer: Those who raise this ob- 
jection are usually people who have 
the pagan notion that life is intoler- 
able without indulgence in sex, or 
without the comforts of marriage. 
Facts belie them. Thousands do not 
marry, and they live chaste and fruit- 
ful lives. Thousands have remained 
faithful to their marriage vows even 
after they were abandoned by their 
partners. God has superabundant 
graces for those who need them and 
ask for them in such situations. 


5. Objection: “How can a couple 
who have entered an invalid marriage 
after the divorce of one of them be 
expected to break up when they have 
children to support and rear?” 

Answer: It would be horrible ad- 
vice to tell such persons that, be- 
cause they now have children to care 
for, they may go right on living in 
habitual sin with each other, hoping 
that some miracle will happen in the 
end to get them into heaven. At the 
same time, no one in his right senses 
would deny that they have an obli- 
gation to provide for the children 
whom they have brought into the 
world. 


The first thing such couples should 
be asked to do in the name of God, 
is to stop using the privilege of mar- 
riage, that is, the marriage act, be- 
cause, not being validly married they 
may not use this privilege without 
committing serious sin. When they 
have adjusted their mode of living to 
this renunciation, they can pray with 
sincerity and confidence that they 
may be able to do the other things 
necessary for getting back to the sac- 
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raments and making up for any scan- 
dal they may have given. 

When they have proved to them- 
selves and to God that they can give 
up the essentials of marriage, then 
they should talk to a priest who will 
guide them as to what further steps 
must be taken to be enabled to re- 
ceive the sacraments once more. In 
some cases it may be that a brother- 
sister arrangement will be permitted 
by the Church, so that they can con- 
tinue to work together for their chil- 
dren, even though the pretense of 
marriage in its essentials has been 
given up. 


The world, of course, says that this 
is impossible because the world be- 
lieves it is impossible to live without 
sex. But nothing is impossible to 
God’s grace, and surely nothing that 
God has commanded is impossible to 
those who have decided that their 
first and most important task is to 
save their immortal souls. 


6. Objection: “It is not unfair that 
people who have never been baptized 
can obtain a dissolution of a first 
marriage and the right to marry again 
from the Church, while those who 
have been baptized are never given 
such consideration?” 

Answer: This is not unfair, be- 
cause valid baptism is the first and 
most important step toward heaven; 
it introduces one into the Christian 
scheme of things; and it begets obli- 
gations that can never be evaded. 
After baptism a person belongs to 
Christ, and must live and die accord- 
ing to the laws Christ imposed on 
His followers. 
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Conclusions 

1. To young people: Since marri- 
age is for life, prepare for it with a 
seriousness proportionate to the un- 
breakable bond you will assume in 
marriage. Don’t rush into marriage. 
Don’t ever think that love and mere 
physical attraction will make your 
marriage last. 


2. To Christians validly married: 
Make any sacrifice for the sake of 
the success of your marriage. Resist 
as a diabolical temptation any thought 
that you can escape from your pres- 
ent marriage and try another. Ac- 
cept any cross or trial that arises in 
your marriage as the fulfillment of 
your promise to take your partner 
“for better for worse, till death do us 
part.” 


3. To invalidly married Christians: 
Admit humbly that you have done a 
great wrong, and that you cannot be 
saved unless you right the wrong you 
have done. Have confidence that 
God’s grace will abundantly support 
you in making the decisions that are 
necessary for your return to His grace 
and His love. 


4. To all Christians: It is a grave 
sin of scandal to promote, by word 
or by action, second marriages of di- 
vorced Christians, or marriages of 
single persons to those who have 
been divorced from a valid and sac- 
ramental marriage. Don’t ever be an 
agent of the devil in this matter. 





Criticism is something you can 
avoid by saying nothing, doing noth- 
ing, being nothing. 








Problems of Professional People 


Must the Patient Pay? 


ROBLEM; If through an accident or 

mistake on the part of the doctors or 
employees in a hospital some extra ex- 
pense is incurred in the care of a patient, 
must the patient pay? I am thinking espe- 
cially of an incident related to me recent- 
ly. A woman had been operated on, but 
before the surgeons sewed up the wound, 
they realized that a needle was missing. 
Thinking that it might have been left in 
the patient, they x-rayed her, and thus 
assured themselves that it was not in her 
body. Then one of the doctors found the 
needle on the floor. The hospital author- 
ities (and let me add, it was a Catholic 
hospital) billed the patient for the use of 
the x-ray. What about the justice of this 
procedure? 


OLUTION; In the particular case de- 

scribed by the questioner the hospital 
authorities acted unjustly, and it is un- 
fortunate to learn that such a procedure 
took place in a Catholic hospital. The use 
of the x-ray was called for because of the 
neglect or carelessness of some member of 
the operating team; hence, it was unjust 
to demand payment from the patient. A 
somewhat similar case would occur if a 
nurse, when administering a dose of 
medicine to a sick person, accidentally 
broke the bottle, and then the hospital 
charged the patient for the entire quantity. 
Or, to take a more serious case, if a pa- 
tient, through mistake, was given some 
drug that actually caused him serious 
harm, requiring several extra weeks of 
hospital treatment, the authorities would 
surely be guilty of a serious sin of injustice 
if they made him pay for this extra period 
of treatment. They have an obligation in 
justice to give this service free of charge 
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and also to reimburse him for whatever 
loss of wages or of income he may incur 
as a result of their mistake. It must be 
remembered that the hospital is bound to 
pay for the carelessness of their employ- 
ees. Of course, even independently of the 
financial considerations involved, the hos- 
pital authorities are bound in justice to 
provide proper care and treatment for 
their patients. Similarly, doctors and 
nurses have a serious duty in justice to 
perform their duties most exactly, for 
even a slight neglect in this matter might 
mean serious harm or even death to a 
patient. 


The administrators of Catholic hospitals 
must be most careful to see that all the 
rules of justice and honesty are observed 
in the treatment of patients. The author- 
ities have no right to charge a single pen- 
ny above the amount that they can justly 
claim for treatment and service. It is also 
the duty of the administrators to see that 
this same spirit of justice and honesty is 
practiced by all the doctors and nurses and 
employees of the hospital. The healing art 
is indeed a noble profession, and fortu- 
nately Catholics engaged in this profes- 
sion, especially Catholic doctors and 
nurses, enjoy a high esteem in the minds 
of the people of our country, whatever 
may be their particular belief. It would 
be tragic if any trace of dishonesty mar- 
red this reputation. One of the necessary 
means of maintaining the honorable es- 
teem possessed by Catholic hospitals is 
for all persons connected with these hos- 
pitals to conform to the standards of per- 
fect honesty in their relations with those 
who seek their services in their bodily 
ailments. 


Very Reverend Francis J. Connell, 
C.SS.R., S.T.D., LL.D. 
The Catholic University of America 
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So You 


Meekness, whatever else 
it is, is not weakness. 
One way of explaining 
meekness is to say that 
it is the secret of getting 
rich and being happy too. 


Have a Temper! 


MArE it fifteen, sixteen hundred 
years ago. The barbarian tribes 
of northern Europe have stood up. 
shaken out their manes and cut a 
swath toward Rome. So Rome, the 
magnificent, the beautiful, was torn 
apart and burned and sacked. It 
would happen again and again. But 
Rome was something more than mag- 
nificent and beautiful. Rome was the 
heart of Christianity, and Christian- 
ity did not give an inch to the wild 
hordes. For the Master had put a 
strange new weapon in the Christians’ 
* hands, and with it they quietly turned 
the yelling, plundering barbarian 
tribes into the glorious Christian 
Europe of the middle ages. 
The weapon was meekness. 


* * * 


We are in further search for hap- 
piness in this life, and again we go 
to our Lord’s beatitudes, His plat- 
form for earthly peace and content- 
ment. It is stated briefly in the second 
beatitude. 


Blessed are the meek, for they 
shall possess the land. 

We can clear a little ground at 
once by admitting amongst ourselves 
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that our Lord does not mean that the 
meek lad will find himself on top of 
the real estate business. Rather, it is 
the story of Alexander the Great, 
who killed his best friend in a fit of 
temper. Blessed are the meek for they 
shall possess the land of their own 
hearts, and the hearts of those they 
love, or even those they are tempted 
to despise. Alexander’s friend would 
have preferred an Alex the Meek to 
an Alex the Great. 


Meekness, whatever else it is, is 
not weakness. There was not much 
room for weaklings on the sands of 
the Roman arena when young men 
and women were pouring out their 
blood for Christ in the days of the 
persecutions. It was the same quiet 
weapon the Master had put into their 
hands. Meekness. Pagan Rome is 
gone. St. Peter’s is there now, and 
the martyred young men and women 
grace its altars in stone and marble. 

This is a beatitude easier to talk 
around than to meet head-on. Aesop 
quietly hinted at it in his Fable of 
the Wind and the Sun. It seems that 
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a certain gentleman, wearing an over- 
coat and minding his own earthly 
business, was walking down the street 
one fine day. Whereupon the Wind 
challenged the Sun, wagering that it 
could get the man’s coat off quicker 
than could the Sun. The Sun covered 
the bet. The rest, of course, is history. 
The Wind blew and the man button- 
ed up his coat; the Wind blew and 
it blustered, so the man locked his 
arms across his chest, and the Wind 
just simply blew itself out. And then 
serenely said the Sun, “Now just you 
watch.” And ever so gently Brother 
Sun began to zero in on the be- 
leaguered gentleman. In a few mo- 
ments he was carrying his coat. So, 
in a sense, the meek Sun possessed 
the land, or at least, got its man, 
which is much the same thing for our 
present beatitude. 


And I guess that most of us have 
met the wind-type person who tries 
to possess our mind and our being 
by blustering and insisting and flying 
off at us. Children of a fallen race 
that we are, we seem to become all 
the more obstinate as the windy one 
bears down on us with angry, though 
flawless, logic. Is anybody happy, be- 
cause of this or was our Lord right? 

Tonight, across our fair land, how 
many wives at their stoves, how many 
children at their play, will shift un- 
easily, unconsciously, at the sound 
of the quickly-angered father’s foot- 
fall on the porch steps? Does he pos- 
sess their hearts? Does he possess 
this, his own land? Is anybody happy, 
or was our Lord right? 

Or, to turn the coin, how many 
wives will have their own way to- 
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morrow, right or wrong, because the 
sword of their angry tongue wins 
every battle with a single stab? 
Whose heart, whose love does she 
possess? Who knows happiness in 
that house? 

What miserable parent really thinks 
his child’s stubbornness is a sign of 
firmness of character? 

However, let us make it a point 
here to remember that we have not 
been speaking in these lines about 
deep-seated hatred,.a desire for re- 
venge and so forth. Our Lord will 
smite those monsters, hip and thigh, 
before these beatitudes are over with 
this day on the mountain-side. Rath- 
er, in this present beatitude, we mean 
the individual about whom it is said, 
“Well, he is always flying off the 
handle, but when it’s over, it’s over. 
He forgets it just like that.” 

That’s just fine! He is absolved and 
gets a three-hundred-days-indulgence 
from his cronies all because he for- 
gets his animal lashings-out “just like | 
that.” But how about the sensitive 
person who has been hurt beyond 
healing “just like that?” Or what if 
the one at whom he raged does not 
forget “just like that,” and wants no 
part of our angry friend in business 
or social life from here on in? No 
employer has to or is about to put up 
with such ravings. How many of 
these angry ones walk the streets to- 
day because they can never hold down 
a job! Now, who is happy? Oh, the 
wisdom of Christ! Happy are the 
meek! 


F course now, for you good 
mothers who have the day-in, 
day-out task of raising young Henry 
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up to God, space must be made here 
for a very important concession. 
When you find that little Hank keeps 
feeding the goldfish to the cat no 
matter how long and well you read 
the game laws at him (and herein we 
really mean all your problems with 
the disobedience of the small fry), it 
is time to remember that anger can at 
times be justified. Our Lord wasted 
no time in getting a whip and driving 
from the temple the sellers who had 
turned the house of God into a mar- 
ket place. And He did not smile. If 
a mother then, not just for the sake 
of blowing off her own steam, but out 
of a responsibility tempered with 
love, shows anger and backs up that 
anger with chastisement of a child, 
she has gained, not lost, favor with 
God. 


But to get back to the problem of 
meekness. Truly, far from weakness, 
it takes the very strength of God to 
be meek. St. Francis de Sales was 
known as the gentleman saint be- 
cause of his meekness. He clears up 
any doubts we may have about the 
method of his arriving at the title. For 
endless year on year, he tells us, his 
temper was so bad that he had to 
run to his room and actually clutch 
his heart in his two hands. 


To get back to the problem of 
meekness, and it is a miserable prob- 
lem for one-in whom original sin 
breaks out in the angry fester of 
temper, what can be done about it? 
Well, for one thing, try to understand 
that there is more thoughtlessness 
than malice abroad in the world. The 
folks are not out to offend you, not 
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deliberately, not maliciously. But all 
of us are thoughtless at times, and do 
not readily realize that our words 
and actions are going to hurt you. 
That is why a lot of people do not 
even know what you are raving 
about. 


Again, why not pick out one per- 
son or situation that can make you 
go angry at the drop of a hat? Work 
on that alone. No matter what, don’t 
let yourself get out of control around 
that one person, or in that one situa- 
tion. After all, you have to start 
somewhere. So be merciless on your- 
self; if you fail, confess the fault 
mercilessly. You will gradually pick 
up the pace, and best of all, you will 
find that sense of control spreading 
throughout your day, within your 
family life, among your associates. 

But don’t forget! That one person, 
that one situation is your anchor. 
Never give in to it. You simply have 
to get this anger-thing out of your 
subconscious mind where it lies in 
wait to spring on anyone or anything 
that gets in your way. Plan ahead 
how you are going to handle that 
anchor-person, that anchor-situation. 
Control it ahead of time. And say a 
prayer to St. Francis de Sales. He 
understands. 


For they shall possess the land. 
As in no other beatitude, our Lord is 
here speaking of happiness on this 
earth, not in heaven. And He was so 
right. How many of us have seen old 
friends break apart over some little 
matter and cut from their hearts for 
years the joys of their friendship. 
Meekness would break the ice. Better 
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still, meekness on either side would 
never have let the ice form. Or that 
astringent moment when someone is 
making up a party list — “Oh, don’t 
invite him. We want to enjoy our- 
selves, not argue and fight and nurse 
bruised feelings all evening.” The 
angry man has become a social out- 
cast. Our Lord was so right. 

But there can come a moment 
when there is no clever way out. 
Someone frankly, deliberately insults 
us; the lie is told about us. We are 
hurt clean through, and there is no 
use denying it. And at this point, 
far from being at the end of its rope, 
the beatitude takes over in its full 
meaning. 

It was for this moment that the 
Master had commanded us, “Learn 
of Me because I am meek!” Not be- 
cause of the perfect example I gave 
you for fortitude and chastity and 
temperance and every other virtue, 
but learn of Me because I am meek. 
Well do I know that all of you will 
need this virtue one day! 

Y ES, we find ourselves suddenly 
shorn of every sham, our pride 
humbled, our faults paraded before 


the world. And we have no answer: 


for the world that looks upon our 
mistakes and our shame, or that even 
laughs and sniggers at our faith and 
our medieval loyalties. We know now 
what He meant when He said that 
we would have to be in the world 





and not of it, and that if we wanted 
to follow Him we could expect in- 
sults and expect to be crossed in the 
basic meaning of the word cross. The 
disciple is not above the Master; and 
the world hung the Master on a cross. 
And so He must cry to us across the 
centuries, “Even though you cannot 
understand meekness, do it because 
I did it. Learn of Me, for meekness 
is the price of peace in your heart, 
peace in your family, peace in your 
little corner of the world.” And to- 
day, peace in our little corner of the 
universe. 


We have lifted up our eyes to Him, 
and we do begin to understand. No 
matter how hard and fast things 
come, He is up there ahead of us — 
on the road of the cross — looking 
quietly into the eyes of the Roman 
soldiers and the Jewish Pharisees as 
they mock Him and spit upon Him. 
And we begin to follow Him with a 
lilt to our step and a light in our 
eyes, for in that moment of what the 
world would have called His igno- 
miny we see our Master standing 
head and shoulders above those who 
were taunting Him. All the strength’ 
of God is shining through His eyes 
as He stands there and takes all they 
have to give, even as He would hang 
there and ask forgiveness for them, 
and at the end, possess a thief, pos- 
sess an eternal kingdom, and please 
God, possess you and me. 


If you believe that horseshoes are lucky, don’t overlook the fact that the 
last horse in every race has four of them. 
e 
When you dig another out of trouble, you find a place to bury your own. 
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Code of Catholic Conduct 


Be a Real Parishioner 


HERE are some Catholics, it seems, 

who are content to look upon their 
parish and parish church not as the center 
of their Catholic life, but as a sort of 
spiritual supermarket where they go shop- 
ping for the bare essentials of their reli- 
gious life, such as the fulfillment of their 
obligation to hear Sunday Mass and the 
reception of the sacraments. When that 
is done, their interest and activity in their 
parish cease. They lose, and so does the 
parish, all the wonderful spiritual and so- 
cial fruits that might result from their full 
participation in active parochial life. 


A real parishioner makes and keeps 
himself acquainted with his pastor, no 
matter how large or small the parish and 
no matter how many people belong to the 
parish. If you move into a new parish, 
one of your first and most important ac- 
tions should be to call on your new pas- 
tor, have your name placed on the parish 
register, and promise your cooperation 
and support for all the activities of the 
parish. Likewise, if a new pastor is ap- 
pointed to your parish, make yourself ac- 
quainted with him at the first opportunity. 

“Drifters” seldom do well in any walk 


of life; they are without a permanent 


home and a steady job and they never 
get down to the task of accomplishing 
anything. In our large cities especially, 
some Catholics become “spiritual drifters.” 
They have no real affiliation with any 
parish; they are not in close contact with 
any priest; they are in danger of slipping 
away from the faith. 

Extra-parochial clubs, movements, so- 
cieties, etc., are beneficial and often neces- 
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sary, but if they take you completely out 
of all activity in your parish, they are 
not good. 

The Catholic who lives in one parish 
and is a synthetic parishioner of another, 
is likely to run into trouble when it comes 
to sick calls, baptisms, marriages, funerals; 
besides, he is probably neglecting his ob- 
ligation to support his own parish. 

To be a real parishioner, stick to your 
own parish. Be interested and active in 
all parish projects. Know your priests per- 
sonally. All this will help you to be a 
real Catholic. 

Ordinarily, if your pastor meets you on 
the street and does not recognize you as 
one of his parishioners, there is something 
wrong in your life as a parishioner. 


On the other hand, some well-meaning 
parishioners make the mistake of becom- 
ing so parochial-minded that they are in 
danger of ceasing to be Catholic. The 
interest and zeal of every Catholic must 
reach beyond his parish boundaries. Eu- 
ropean Catholics can no longer give their 
customary support to the foreign missions, 
and the Holy Father is looking to Ameri- 
can Catholics to assume a large part of 
the burden of supporting the foreign as 
well as the home missions. At home and 
in other countries there are the needy, the 
afflicted, the unenlightened, and the per- 
secuted. While one’s first duty is toward 
his parish, still Christian charity and zeal 
know no parochial bounds. 

A real parishioner, as a member of the 
Mystical Body of Christ, will be interested 
in everything that has any bearing on his 
holy religion. 
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By the Bystander 





N THE meditation published 
in the March LIGUORIAN 
under the title, ‘““The Five Faces 
of Mortal Sin,” it was suggested 
that individuals look boldly at the 
inner meaning of mortal sin, see 
its relationship to concepts that 
represent something repulsive to 
every normal person, and thus stir 
up the motives that are necessary 
for the avoidance of sin or for re- 
pentance for past sins. Some read- 
ers took exception to one section 
of this meditation. This was the 
section on mortal sin as synony- 
mous with hypocrisy. Their objec- 
tions are such as to call for an an- 
swer, because they make it clear 
that many persons might misin- 
terpret what was said in the article 
to their own great spiritual dam- 
age. 
e 
IRST, the objections. Mr. P. 
J. C., from Philadelphia, Pen- 
na., puts his in these words: “Your 
article on the Five Faces of Mor- 
tal Sin was very good, and showed 
me what a horrible sinner I have 
been in the past and pray not to 
be in the present or the future. 
It is my opinion, however, that 
you should have omitted the sec- 
tion in which you called those in 
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STDEGLANCES 


Mortal Sin and Hypocrisy 


mortal sin hypocrites for attend- 
ing Mass on Sunday. How many 
times have I defended church- 
goers from that accusation? How 
many people who are away from 
the Church smugly remark, ‘I may 
be no good but at least I am no 
hypocrite. At least I don’t go to 
Mass on Sunday.’ No matter how 
terrible a sinner a person is, there 
is always hope for him if he con- 
tinues to go to the divine Physi- 
cian.” 


Mrs. R. S., from Ohio, states her 
objection in these words: “I dis- 
agree with the author of The Five 
Faces of Mortal Sin in that he 
calls sinners who go to Mass on 
Sunday hypocrites. This seems to 
imply that if you cannot receive 
the sacraments, you should not go 
to Mass on Sunday. The fact is 


that even if you cannot receive 


Holy Communion because of your 
sins, you still have an obligation 
to attend Mass on Sundays. If no 
sinners went to Mass, the churches 
would be half empty. If we are 
hypocrites for going to Church, 
let him that is without sin cast the 
first stone. By going to Mass we 
show that we want to love God, 
that all is not hopeless in the mat- 
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ter of saving our souls, that at 
least we are honoring God as He 
must be honored...” 


IRST of all, it must be said 
in reply to these objections 
(and others in a similar strain) 
that the purpose of the entire 
meditation on sin was to help the 
sinner, and anyone who desires to 
avoid sin, to see what sin does to 
one’s relationship to God. ‘The 
idea was not to make people wor- 
ry about what other people think 
of them; it was only to help them 
think about what they look like, 
when they sin, in the eyes of God. 
Nor was any encouragement given 
to the foolish attitude represented 
in sentiments like these: “I am 
committing secret sins, by living 
in a bad marriage, by habitual 
contraception, by adultery, etc., 
and therefore I ought to tell my 
neighbors about them by commit- 
ting public sins, such as missing 
Mass on Sunday.” 


No sinner is ever bound to con- 
fess his sins to his neighbors and 
friends; he must confess them on- 
ly, under the greatest secrecy, to 
the priest in the confessional and 
through him to God. No sinner 
should worry too much about 
whether his neighbors think him 
a hypocrite or not, even though 
human respect is difficult to es- 
cape.. He should worry primarily 
about how he appears before the 
all-seeing eyes of God. Moreover 
every human being is a potential 
sinner, and therefore a potential 
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hypocrite, in the eyes of God, and 
is bound not to pass judgment on 
his neighbors. He thinks of sin as 
hypocrisy in the eyes of God in . 
order that he may be strengthened 
against falling into such hypocrisy 
himself. 


HE meditation on mortal sin 

as hypocrisy before God 
should work out this way in the 
soul of the individual sinner. He 
goes to Mass on Sunday, as he is 
bound to do lest he multiply his 
offenses, and these thoughts run 
through his mind: “O Lord Jesus 
Christ, you died on a cross to 
atone for my sins, to prevent me 
from committing sin, and here I 
am still living in mortal sin. You 
made me a Christian; you granted 
me the gift of the one true faith, 
and here I am nullifying it all by 
my sins. You are offering your 
great sacrifice again for me in the 
Mass, and I by my sins am making 
it in vain. I am holding out one 
hand to you as if in friendship; 
and with the other I am swinging 
the lash that scourges you, or the 
hammer that nails your hands and 
feet to the cross. What a hypocrite 
I must be in your eyes! I must 
escape from that hypocrisy. I must 
give up my sins. By your broken 
body and your precious blood, 
help me, strengthen me, grant me 
the grace to have done with my 
sins forever.” The same kind of 
thoughts, in the soul of one who is 
not in mortal sin, build up a tre- 
mendous defense against giving 
in to the serious temptations to sin 
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that he knows he will experience. 
“Lord, never permit me to be a 
hypocrite in your eyes,” he says, 
“by saying that I love you in 
words, when I am crucifying you 
by my sins.” 


HILE this kind of thinking 
cq should go on in the soul of 
every Christian, there are some 
people who, instead of using the 
Mass as an occasion for repenting 
of their own sins, and asking help 
to avoid the hypocrisy of sin, use 
it as an occasion for judging oth- 
ers, and, as a result of their fool- 
ish judgments, stop going to Mass. 
Who has not heard one such per- 
son make a statement like this: 
“I don’t go to Mass because I al- 
ways find too many hypocrites 
there. Corrupt politicians, cheat- 
ers in business, adulterers, etc. — 
I refuse to associate with such per- 
sons, some of whom are always 
present at Mass.” 


People who speak and act thus 
are committing two great sins. 
First, they are judging their neigh- 
bors, when Christ said that judg- 
ment belongs to Him alone. Sec- 
ond, they are refusing to give God 
the honor and adoration and serv- 
ice that they owe Him as individ- 
uals. How tragic will be their fu- 
tile cries for mercy when, at the 
last judgment, they will find them- 
selves on the left hand of Christ, 
in the midst of corrupt politicians, 
cheaters in business, adulterers, 
etc., and these not the ones they 
thought they saw attending Mass. 
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They won't like the company, but 
they will have it forever. 


T the same time, however, 
Al this whole discussion should 
not be without a grave warning 
to those who know in their own 
hearts that they are deliberately 
committing mortal sin, and who 
refuse to give up those sins. There 
is no escape, for a true Christian, 
from the truths that the only real 
evil in the whole world is mortal 
sin; that the supreme task of one 
who is living in deliberate and 
habitual sin is to escape from his 
sins. There is great danger, eternal 
danger, in comforting oneself 
with a thought like this: “I am 
living in habitual mortal sins, and 
I don’t intend or desire to give 
them up. At the same time I’m 
showing my love for God by going 
to Mass, and so I’m sure I’ll be 
saved in the end.” The two state- 
ments contradict each other. It is 
impossible to love God without a 
desire to avoid mortal sin. By all 
means, sinners should go to Mass, 
and pray often, and attend no- 
venas, but every prayer, every 
Mass attended, should be a plea to 
Christ: “Lord, give me the desire 
to escape from my sins. Lord, give 
me the strength to escape from my 
sins. Lord, give me the will to lay 
down my life itself, to forsake 
everything, rather than to contin- 
ue deliberately to offend You by 
mortal sin.” 

e 
Finally, the thought of the hy- 
pocrisy that is mortal sin was used 
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by Christ Himself. On at least a 
dozen occasions He, Who as God 
is the only one Who can read 
hearts and the only one who has 
a right to judge others, called the 
Pharisees and those like them hyp- 
ocrites. The Pharisees were great 
church-goers, great for insistence 
on the externals of religion, but 
Christ saw that they had no inten- 
tion nor desire to give up the sins 
with which their inner souls were 
corrupt. So He said to them: 
“Woe to you Scribes and Phari- 
sees, hypocrites, because you are 
like whited sepulchres . . . inward- 
ly you are full of hypocrisy and 
iniquity.” Then He made clear 
that He was not condemning them 
for their attendance at the syna- 


gogue and their long prayers, by 
saying: “These things you ought 
to have done and not to leave 
those (other duties) undone.” 
(See Matthew, Chap. 23) 

We like to think that it was 
partly due to such powerful re- 
bukes that Christ converted such 
Pharisees and sinners as Nicode- 
mus and Zaccheus. And we like to 
think that if we meditate often 
enough on the hypocrisy that is 
mortal sin in the eyes of God, we 
shall be spared from succumbing 
to it; and that if every sinner 
would use his prayers and the 
Mass to remind him of the same 
thing, he would soon find his way 
back into the friendship of Jesus 
Christ. 





TAKE YOUR CHOICE 


In the window of a department store: “If you need it, we have it.” 
In the window of another store across the street: “If we don’t have it, you 


don’t need it.” 


Peninsular Light 





DANIEL O’CONNELL’S RULES OF LIFE 


1. To begin every day with an unlimited offering of myself to my crucified 
Redeemer, begging of Him by all His infinite merits and divine charity to take 
me under His direction and control in all things. 

2. To meditate and make mental prayer for at least a half hour every day. 

3. To aim at pleasing God in all my actions; striving to be influenced by 
love of God rather than by hope of reward or fear of punishment. 

4. To avoid all voluntary occasions of temptation. 

5. To appeal to God and to invoke the Blessed Virgin in all real temptations. 

6. To say every day the acts of faith, hope and charity. 

7. Every day to say an act of fervent contrition. 

8. Every day to say the Memorare and the Sub Tuum, adding many ejac- 


ulatory prayers to our Blessed Mother. 


9. Every day to pray to God, His Blessed Mother and the saints for a 


happy death. 


10. To avoid carefully small faults and venial sins. 
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7 Ostia the Bride / 


Something tragic has happened to weddings. 


The spiritual 


significance of a wedding and the importance of the state of 
matrimony seem to have been lost in a maze of superficialities 


ee are beautiful things. 
At least God intended them to 
be beautiful and He set the pattern 
for them by performing the first wed- 
ding Himself. To the lonely Adam, 
God presented a lovely, new human 
creature called woman. In wonder 
and awe they looked at each other 
and took each other by the hand. 
Then God gave them their official 
commission. “You shall be two in one 
flesh. Increase and multiply,” He 
commanded, “fill the earth and rule 
over it.” 

In imitation of God’s example 
down through the ages the peoples of 
the world have glorified the wedding 
ceremony and embellished it with 
beauty and solemnity. A wedding is 
always considered a happy event, the 
crowning of mutual love between 
man and woman, and the inception of 
a career that means cooperation with 
God in the creation of new human 
beings and the foundation of a fam- 
ily, the basic unit of all society. 

Weddings have been the inspira- 
tion of artists, poets and musicians; 
they have at times changed the des- 
tinies of men and nations, they have 
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united kingdoms, prevented wars 
and brought peace and happiness in- 
to the hearts of human beings. Every 
wedding should be a joyful event 
evoking good wishes, prayers, laught- 
er and happiness; and men have made 
them the occasion to express the 
generosity of their hearts in the giv- 
ing of their best gifts to the bride and 
groom. 


Our Lord always seemed to love 
weddings. He performed His first 
miracle at Cana while attending a 
wedding reception. He likened the 
union of Himself and His Church to 
the union of man and woman in mar- 
riage, and often set the stage for His 
parables by describing a wedding 
feast. He made marriage one of His 
sacraments and endowed it with the 
power of giving sanctifying grace and 
sacramental graces to the recipients. 

In imitation of Christ, the Church 
has dignified the wedding ceremony, 
embellishing it with all the beauty of 
her liturgy and uniting the reception 
of the sacrament of marriage with the 
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holy sacrifice of the Mass; and to 
make sure that weddings will always 
remain beautiful and happy events in 
the lives of human beings, the 
Church has built up a bulwark of 
laws forbidding what might make a 
wedding a catastrophe instead of a 
joy and marriage a hell on earth in- 
stead of a foretaste of heaven as God 
intended it to be. 


N OUR modern worldliness, how- 
ever, something tragic has hap- 
pened to weddings. Either they have 
‘been stripped of their dignity and 
glory and reduced to just a cold, 
legal agreement, or they have been 
made a vehicle for the promotion of 
business. Today a wedding means an 
outlay of much money, and too often 
commercialization makes a degraded 
captive out of romance and even of 
all spiritual meaning. 

Here in our country the influence 
of Hollywood and the power of tele- 
vision and radio have greatly affected 
our attitude toward weddings. Let a 
young girl announce to her mother 
that she is engaged to be married and 
immediately mother becomes a Cecil 
B. deMille. She must make a produc- 
tion out of it and present an ex- 
travaganza. Of course, the financial 
status of the parents determines the 
limits of the production, but often 
the parents feel they must go all out 
and they even contract debts in order 
to put on a good show. 

The first step is to obtain the 
services of a Professional Consultant. 
All big department stores provide 
such services and supply a booklet 
called “The Bride’s Guide.” The 
Consultant is an expert. She, and it is 
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always a woman, has a vast corps of 
suppliers at her finger tips on whom 
she can call for any service or any 
material needed for the production. 
Once in the clutches of a Consultant, 
parents find production costs mount- 
ing at every meeting. Naturally, the 
first thing to be decided is whether 
the wedding will be in the low, the 
medium, or the high financial range. 
The monetary bracket will enforce 
some limitations, but generally the 
cost of the wedding will exceed the 
budget. In preparing for a wedding 
people become frantic like losing bet- 
tors at a race track and occasionally, 
under sales persuasion, they plunge 
and go all out. Later, when the bills 
begin to arrive, they wonder how it 
ever happened. 

The type of wedding must next be 
decided; and then the date, place and 
time of the event. If it will be a 
church wedding, the Consultant 
wants to know the length of the 
aisle, the seating capacity, and the 
style of decoration in the church, as 
the details of the production must be 
tailored to these measurements. 


EXT comes the business of 

clothes. The bridesmaids, ma- 
tron of honor and attendants must be 
decided upon and invited, and the 
style and color of their dresses de- 
termined to correspond with the 
wedding gown which is the piece de 
resistance. The wedding gown de- 
mands study, work and money; it 
must be original, gorgeously beauti- 
ful, enthralling, somewhat revealing 
and, of course, expensive. The gown 
alone demands much of the bride’s 
time for fittings and it is the main 
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concern of the parents; mother makes 
the decisions, father pays the bills. 
Here the Consultant really goes to 
work for she prescribes the lingerie, 
the number of petticoats and the 
cloth and veiling to be used and even 
the type of shoe or slipper that ex- 
actly fits the ensemble. 

An important early consideration 
in a wedding is the matter of invita- 
tions; the style, wording, printing and 
most of all, who gets one; because 
each invitation will mean a present 
and there are also social conventions 
to be maintained. 


All these things are usually done 
months in advance, if possible, be- 
cause time is always at a premium 
when a wedding is being staged and 
the closer the date comes, the more 
there is to be done. After these pre- 
liminaries are settled, then the pro- 
ducer, usually the mother, really gets 
her teeth into the job. There are im- 
portant people to be engaged, like 
the florist, the organist for the 
church, vocal soloist, the photog- 
rapher, the caterer for the reception, 
the baker who will construct the 
wedding cake, and musicians for the 
reception. These keep mother busy, 
excited and completely exhausted — 
and in her spare moments she must 
decide on her own dress, purchase it 
or have it made and fitted. The Con- 
sultant helps in all these things. 

Meanwhile the bride is busy. She 
must select furniture, attend showers 
and parties, procure gifts for her at- 
tendants, choose the accessories that 
go with her gown, shop for her per- 
sonal trousseau, arrange about the 
honeymoon, her travelling clothes 
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and luggage. She must have endless 
conferences with the Consultant about 
her wedding bouquet, her corsage, 
flowers for mother and sisters and 
possibly grandma, and even take care 
of the boutonnieres for the men. The 
rehearsal dinner must be planned, the 
luncheons for the bridesmaids arrang- 
ed, and accommodations made for 
out-of-town guests who will attend 
the parties and the wedding. The 
press must be constantly alerted to 
the showers and parties and pictures 
must be sent in for the society page. 

One important thing must be ar- 
ranged and accomplished without 
mistake or postponement — the final 
beauty treatment. This must be timed 
perfectly so that the bride is at her 
glorious best for the procession up 
the aisle or the descent down the 
sweeping stairway. 

In every wedding there is, some- 
what in the manner of a necessary 
evil, a groom. He has little to do ex- 
cept buy the wedding rings, give a 
stipend to the clergyman, and stay 
out of the way. And the more self- 
effacing he can be, the better. As for 
the father of the bride he has no 
worries. All he does is pay bills, se- 
lect his clothes, arrange for the lim- 
ousines and tip everybody in sight. 


gna the day and the hour 

arrive. The wedding goes off 
smoothly, the reception follows, the 
photographer is in evidence every- 
where, and especially at the peak of 
the proceedings: when bride and 
groom together cut the wedding cake. 
In a shower of rice they depart on 
their wedding trip. The celebration is 
over. 
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It isn’t too long before the bills be- 
gin to arrive; and they are large. In 
fact, the cheapest part of the whole 
wedding is the stipend for the cler- 
gyman and the use of the church, 
which rather indicates to what ex- 
tremes the modern concept of a beau- 
tiful wedding has gone. The spiritual 
significance of a wedding and the 
importance of the state of matrimony 
seem to have gotten lost in a maze 
of superficialities. 


Every wedding is the beginning of 
a new career for the bride and 
groom. They bind themselves by a 
contract to stand by each other for 
better or for worse, in poverty or 
riches, in health and in sickness un- 
til death. They give to each other and 


receive from each other the rights to © 


the use of their bodies for the pro- 
duction of children in cooperation 
with Almighty God Who through 
them continues His work of creation. 
They vow to each other fidelity and 
love, pledging a unity of life, a unity 
of love and a unity of sex. They be- 
come the foundation stones of an- 
other family and dedicate themselves 
to the building of a home in which 
to rear the souls God will entrust to 
their care. In matrimony they be- 
come two in one flesh; they become 
a unit which God has made and 
which no man can put asunder, civil 
laws notwithstanding. Once married 
they must become absorbed in each 
other, seek each other’s happiness 
and security, love each other devot- 
edly and work together to accom- 
plish each other’s eternal salvation. 
At their wedding a bride and 
groom step into the vestibule of heav- 
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en for when they make their vows, 
Christ is at their side and the angels 
in heaven hover over them. How 
tragic it is that so many enter this 
holy state without spiritual prepara- 
tion and perhaps even with sin on 
their souls! How sad that everyone is 
so consumed with the material part 
of the wedding, and that the tremen- 
dous spiritual significance of the cer- 
emony is forgotten! 


OFTEN we wonder why, after a 
beautiful, expensive and impres- 
sive ceremony, a marriage ends all 
too soon in divorce; we wonder why 
there is selfishness, infidelity and 
adultery, loss of faith and moral der- 
eliction. It is because God is forgot- 
ten and left out of the whole affair. 
He created the institution of matri- 
mony; Christ, His Son, sacramental- 
ized it; the Church, Christ’s Mystical 
Body, blesses it. If it fails, it is be- 
cause in the whole affair God has 
been ignored, and where God is ig- 
nored, only selfishness can remain. 
As all the world loves a lover so 
all the world loves a wedding; and as 
long as there are weddings we will 
strive to make them as beautiful, im- 
pressive and lovely as possible. We 
will spare no expense or sacrifice to 
enhance the ceremony which has 
been given such solemnity and dig- 
nity by Christ and the Church. But 
how foolish it is to concentrate on 
the accidentals and ignore the es- 
sence; how foolish to emphasize ma- 
terial things and ignore the spiritual! 
Weddings are beautiful, but how can 
they be truly beautiful without God? 
After all, He alone is infinite beauty, 
ever ancient, ever new. 
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What Do You Believe? 


“I Believe in One God.” 


JoserpH D. ELworrtny, C.SS.R. 


This is the fundamental truth of 
the Catholic religion, namely, there 
is but one God. 

The Catholic faith teaches that 
God exists and that He alone is God. 
This is the first truth contained in the 
Apostles’ Creed. 

In the Old Testament, the inspired 
word of God, God spoke thus to 
Abraham (Gen. 17/1): “I am the 
almighty God.” 

To Moses He appeared in the 
flaming bush and said: “I am who 
am.” (Ex. 3/14) 

To Moses again God spoke on 
Mount Sinai, when He gave to him 
the ten commandments: “I am the 
Lord, thy God.” (Ex. 20/2) 

In the New Testament, in the Acts 
of the Apostles (14/14), Barnabas 
and Paul spoke to the people of 
Lystra, who thought them gods: “We 
too are mortal men like yourselves; 
the whole burden of our preaching is 
that you must turn away from follies 
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like this to the worship of the living 
God, who made sky and earth and 
sea and all that is in them.” 

Christ, the Son of God, told us 
many things about His Father. He 
called Him Father. Once in Matthew 
(11/25), He said, “Father, who art 
Lord of heaven and earth, I give 
Thee praise.” 

Not only has God revealed Himself 
to us, but we can come to a knowl- 
edge of Him with our unaided reason. 


1) Only God could have created 
the visible world. Let the reader look 
at the chair in which he sits. Some 
carpenter made it. The magazine 
which he holds in his hands did not 
materialize out of thin air. The mail- 
man brought it to his door. A printer 
printed it. An editor put manuscripts 
together to make it. 

Have the earth, the sun and moon 
and the stars a creator? Did they 
come into being on their own initia- 
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tive? Who directs their movements 
through space? Who has plotted their 
course down to the last details? Only 
a vastly superior being — and He is 
God! 


Recently scientists launched some 
man-made satellites into outer space 
and now some claim that this achieve- 
ment proves that God does not exist. 
They conveniently forget that God 
made the materials from which they 
constructed these satellites; that God 
gave the power to whatever fuel they 
used to launch them; that God made 
the laws that the scientists followed 
to place the satellites in their orbit. 


2) Only God could have produced 
the life that exists on earth. 

We breathe, we grow and move 
about. We think, we talk, we listen. 
We are sad, we are gay. Whence 
comes this life? 

The laboratory does not exist on 
earth that can produce this life. The 
very fact that we live cries out the 
existence of God. The rhythm of our 
pulse tells us that God exists. 

The birth of each baby tells us 
that God exists. Ask all the wise men 
of the earth, all its great scientists to 
awaken, create, produce human life. 
They cannot, nor ever will. Only God 
can create new life. 

There was a Russian scientist who 
claimed some years ago that he had 
discovered the great secret of life. He 
died at the age of sixty-five. 


3) Only God could have given na- 
ture its order and purpose. The Sput- 
niks have men scanning the heavens 
with more intensity. What order 
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exists there! Each star has its own 
path to follow and so exactly does it 
follow it that astronomers can, with 
the utmost precision, predict its posi- 
tion on any future given date. 

Months or even years before an 
eclipse of the sun or moon, we are 
told by these same astronomers when 
the eclipse will occur and where on 
the earth will be the best vantage 
point to view it. 


If God does not exist, who was it 
then who thought out and executed 
this gigantic masterpiece of clock- 
work precision? 

Our own planet, earth, remains a 
certain distance from the sun. It 
varies a wee bit, but is constant in its 
variance. Should the earth move 
closer, it would be consumed in the 
heat of the sun. Should it retire to a 
greater distance, we would freeze to 
death. 

Was it the earth that commanded 
itself to revolve on its axis in such a 
way that night would follow day? 
No, it was God. 


A living body, no matter how large 
or small, is truly a marvel. 

The circulation of the blood, the 
nervous system, the ear, the eye, all 
of these call for extensive treatises 
from scientists and doctors. 

Such life calls for a great thinker, 
for one who sets these things in order, 
a great artist. It is God, almighty and 
all-knowing. 

In such a way does God manifest 
Himself to us through the visible 
world around us. St. Paul gravely 
censured the Gentiles of his time for 
not having come to a knowledge of 
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the one God through the universe 
that surrounded them. 


4) Only God can satisfy the ardent 
aspirations of the human heart. 

Why does our heart ever search for 
happiness and is never satisfied? It is 
because there exists a perfect happi- 
ness — God. The human heart cries 
out for the existence of God. 


If our heart searches unceasingly 
for truth, goodness and beauty, this 
search is not reasonable unless there 
exists an eternal truth, an unsurpass- 


ed beauty, an infinite goodness — 
God! 

How else explain the voice of con- 
science within a man that tells him to 
do what is right and to avoid doing 
what is wrong? How else explain a 
man’s satisfaction for doing what con- 
science tells him and his remorse for 
disobeying that voice? Only this will 
give the true explanation: God has 
written His name on the human heart. 

Practice: recite the Apostles’ 
Creed at your morning prayer. Let 
the fact of God’s existence rule all 
your actions of the day. 





THE CATHOLIC DOCTOR 


A doctor’s vocation is realistic. The Catholic knows that this life is a pre- 
lude to another life — a preparation for heaven which is our real home. 
Catholic teaching gives a doctor a wise realism, balance, wisdom. 

The Catholic doctor, using all medical knowledge and skill to help and to 
cure the ailing person, knows that the “secret of successful living is to accept 
the inevitable frustrations of life and to make the best of it within those 
limits.” He knows that no one can find complete fulfillment here. 

The Catholic doctor knowing that there are higher values than health will 
have a reverence for life as something which is in the hands of God. In the 
face of hopeless cases, he will leave it to God which life has value. 

A Catholic doctor, meeting death frequently, has the duty, as does the 
priest, to teach his patient to die like a man. The doctor will have confidence 
in human courage and in the grace of God generously given at the last mo- 
ments of life. He will not conceal the danger but will give a man time to 


make his peace with his Judge. 


The Catholic doctor sees himself as an instrument of God’s will. His 
vocation, a positive one, is to save and build life at all costs. It is not in him 
to command success but it is in him to work for it. The rest God will decide. 
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NOT ONLY IN SECRET? 

Happiness is to be found even in the practice of the rites of religion. For 
while it is good to adore God in the secret of one’s heart, it is much more 
satisfying to adore God with physical manifestations, to confess our sins to 
God’s minister, and to take part in a public ceremony of devotion. 
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For Wives and Husbands Only 


Donald F. Miller, C.SS.R. 


May Parents Command Teen-agers to 
Abstain from Alcohol? 


ROBLEM; A group of us parents have 

been discussing the problem of teen- 
agers and drink. We all know the dangers 
that alcohol in any form is for teen-agers. 
But there is a wide difference of opinion 
concerning what we can do about it. Some 
hold that parents do not have the right to 
command something that is in itself a 
counsel and not a law of God, namely, 
that they be total abstainers from alcohol. 
At the opposite pole are those who main- 
tain that, in view of the dangers related to 
the use of alcohol for the young, and in 
view of state laws rigidly forbidding the 
sale of intoxicants to minors, parents have 
every right and reason for insisting on 
total abstinence for their teen-agers, even 
till they are 21. A third view is that, if it 
is the custom in a family to have beer or 
wine at table, the moderate use of these 
should not be denied to teen-agers with 
the family, though they should be warned 
seriously against drinking on dates or out- 
side the home. Can you give us any defi- 
nite norms or rules to follow? 


OLUTION: This problem cannot be 

solved by any parents on the spur of 
the moment, or in a quick decision that 
bears no relation to the total manner in 
which a child has been brought up from 
its earliest years. 

We have no doubt at all that parents 
do have the right, implicit in their duty 
of directing their children in the way ot 
virtue, to lay down rules in regard to the 
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use of intoxicants, including beer, for their 
teen-aged children. We believe also that 
thousands of parents have rightly and suc- 
cessfully used the authority they have to 
insist that their children abstain completely 
from alcoholic drinks until they reached 
the age of 21. But in all these cases, the 
parents had won the deepest respect and 
love of their children through all their 
growing years, and were able to make it 
clear to them, even as they reached their 
middle teens, that they would be far bet- 
ter off if they left alcohol alone, at least 
until they reached their majority. The 
point to be stressed here is that parents 
who have not made sacrifices to win the 
love and confidence of their children, and 
who find, when their children reach their 
middle teens, that drinking is a danger 
and a problem, will rarely succeed in sav- 
ing them from the danger by issuing a 
sudden stern command. 


There are also good parents who: have 
the family custom of moderately taking 
beer or wine at meals, and who permit 
their children to join in the practice at a 
quite early age. Many of the children of 
such families can truthfully say later on in 
life that the custom did them no harm, 
because, both by example and by precept 
the parents taught the necessity of modera- 
tion in this matter. However we have also 
known of cases in which this early intro- 
duction to intoxicants, though marked by 
moderation in the home, led to a great 
deal of drinking outside the home. 
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Of this much we are convinced: Parents 
should train their teen-aged sons and 
daughters to keep three supremely im- 
portant rules. 1) Absolutely no drinking 
of intoxicants on dates, whether there be 
several in the party or only boy and girl. 
2} Absolutely no drinking in cars with 
other teen-agers, no matter what pressures 
are brought to bear by companions. 3) 
Absolutely no drinking at mixed parties 


>>> POINTS 


Two Cooks in the Kitchen 


RS. A. Jr.: “My mother-in-law is 

causing me a lot of grief. I try to 
be patient with her, but she spends more 
time in our house than she does in her 
own. And nothing that I do is right. She 
thinks I don’t cook right and says I’m too 
strict with the children. I tell you it’s driv- 
ing me to desperation.” 


RS. A. Sr.: “I’m really and truly 
only trying to help my daughter- 
in-law when I make suggestions. I don’t 
know why she gets so resentful about it.” 


OMMENT: To-be a good mother-in- 

law is a difficult art, and one that 
takes a great deal of tact, patience and un- 
derstanding. Without those qualities there 
is bound to be friction, even though there 
are the best intentions in the world. 

Tact would seem to require in this pres- 
ent case that Mrs. A. Sr. strive valiantly 
to bottle up within her any impulse that 
rises in her mind to tell her daughter-in- 
law what to cook or how to cook it. Tact 
would suggest that she keep to herself the 
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of teen-agers, either at home or outside 
the home. These rules should hold for beer 
as well as for wine and hard liquor. It is 
the breaking of these rules that leads to 
youthful indulgences in sensuality; into 
accidents and violations of traffic laws; 
into escapades of violence and destruction. 
This is all unnecessary, because teen-agers 
do not need the false stimulus of alcohol 
to have a decent good time. 


of FRICTION 


Louis G. Miller, C.SS.R. 


advice she might feel like giving with re- 
gard to how her grandchildren should be 
raised, and specifically how often and how 
severely they should be corrected. Her 
suggestions might be in many cases good 
ones, but human nature is so constituted 
that the average daughter-in-law doesn’t 
appreciate them coming from such a 
source, and is not inclined to act on them 
even if they are good. 


Wise is the mother-in-law who remem- 
bers the old adage: “Absence makes the 
heart grow fonder.” If she stays sufficient- 
ly independent of the lives of her chil- 
dren, they will love her all the more, and 
look forward the more eagerly to her 
visits. 

As for Mrs. A. Jr., she should keep in 
mind that mothers-in-law have a difficult 
problem of adjustment. Their own families 
are raised, and they dread the thought that 
their main work is done. Certainly their 
situation calls for sympathetic understand- 
ing. Happy are the young women who 
know the nature of true sympathy. 
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To be read preferably, before Father’s 
Day—by all children of whatever age. 


A WORD 
IN FAVOR 
OF 


FATHER 


MATHIAS J. HUBER, C.SS.R. 


HERE are some things we 
have been wanting to say to 
the younger generation for a long 


time. Father’s Day coming up on ° 


the calendar is an inviting oppor- 
tunity to take the floor and have 
our say. 


In general we can all safely say 
that as children we gave our father 
a rather poor time of it. We are 
reminded of our own lack of love, 
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attention and devotion to our fa- 
ther when we sometimes see the 
younger children of our day in 
their outward conduct toward fa- 
ther. Sometimes they are too busy 
playing ball or cops and robbers or 
watching a thriller on television 
— too busy to wiggle even an ear 
or a finger in greeting to father as 
he comes home from work. It’s 
more like an interruption. 


* * * 


Because children do not know 
what money means and how to 
spend it, they force father to. de- 
clare: “No! No more spending 
money this week.” Because they 
haven’t enough sense to get the 
sleep they need, father is the one 
who must tell them that they must 
be in by midnight or before. 

Why do children begin to think 
of father as old, or out of date, or 
a wet blanket, or even unfair and 
unjust? Why? Because children 
forget that it is father’s God-given 
job to tell them the do’s and 
don’t’s. ‘Have you finished your 
homework? Why didn’t you go to 
the store for mother or come 
home after the ball game? Is that 
the way to act toward your sister? 
Aren’t you supposed to help with 
the dishes? Why didn’t you cut the 
grass? No, you can’t have the car 
tonight.” Well! He’s certainly not 
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trying to make himself unpopular. 
But it’s his job as a father. 


* * * 


Maybe he gets crabby some- 
times. Maybe he could tell you 
things a little more gently. Per- 
haps you are blamed and even 
scolded unfairly once in a while. 
But think of all the times when 
you did something wrong and got 
away with it. You’re still far ahead 
of the game. And don’t think your 
father is angry or grouchy every 
time he looks or talks in a serious 
way; maybe he’s worrying about 
you and with reason. The next 
time he gives you a good going- 
over, take it like a guod soldier 
who has made a mistake; and 
when he finishes, look at him hon- 
estly and let him see how bad you 
feel and tell him, “I’m sorry, Dad. 
Let’s start over.” Don’t ever go 
away with a grudge in your heart 


against your father — a grudge 
that won’t wear off for three or 
four days. 


You don’t have to put a halo on 
your father’s head or wings upon 
his shoulders to get the right pic- 
ture of him. But remember: he is 
not just the man who provides the 
home in which you live, the food 
you eat, the clothes you wear and 
the money you spend. 

He is your father. 


* * * 


Father gets little enough in re- 
turn for all he does and gives. 
Love from his children? Certainly! 
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But love packed in little packages 
and so tightly wrapped that poor 
father wears himself out looking 
for the speck of love we toss him. 
And it’s a rare day when he has to 
get out an umbrella to protect 
himself against the showers of 
thanks that are rained upon him. 
But he keeps on working and pro- 
viding and giving. He is satisfied 
with the happiness he provides for 
his family. 

Just the same, your father 
would be tickled pink, and your 
mother, too, to have you children 
take them out some evening for 
dinner or to a show, or both, with 
money that you have earned or 
saved from your allowance. 


* * * 


No, the fourth commandment 
is not only broken by driving your 
old and crippled father out into a 
raging snowstorm in sub-zero 
weather or by chaining him to a 
water-pipe in the basement. Some- 
times you can throw a knockout 
punch into your father’s face by 
giving him a dirty look. You can 
stick needles into his heart day 
after day by pouting and not 
speaking to him at all. 





MOTHER’S CHOICE 


Sooner or later every young house- 
wife must face up to a choice between 
motherhood and a career. Should she 
give Junior the cereal box-top to 
send in for a death-ray gun, or keep 
it herself to enter the $10,000 con- 
test? 





THE LIGUORIAN 





Louis G. Miller, C.SS.R. 


Hypocrisy at Weddings 


“I am a Protestant, and there is one in- 
consistency about the Catholic religion 
that troubles me. Priests in some places 
won't permit mixed marriages to take place 
in church. Yet the same priest who acts 
thus will marry a Catholic couple in church 
when the bride is already several months 
pregnant, has invited 200 people and pa- 
rades down the aisle in a white dress and 
veil. To me, that represents a lot of hypoc- 
risy on all sides.” 


N this excerpt from a recent letter to 

THE LIGUORIAN there are several 
ideas that need to be sorted out and con- 
sidered separately. 


In regard to the law in some dioceses 
which restricts mixed marriages to the 
rectory, there is no reflection intended on 
the moral character of the people involved. 
Yet surely it should not be regarded as 
strange if the Church withholds the fulness 
of Catholic ceremonial from one who does 
not fully accept the teaching authority of 
the Church in his own life, as may be 
presumed in the case of the non-Catholic 
in a mixed marriage. 


As for the priest performing the mar- 
riage for the erring couple, it should be 
obvious that there is not much he can 
do in such a case if the couple insist on 
their right to a church wedding. He may 
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know about their transgressions through 
the confessional, but not in any way would 
he be permitted to reveal that knowledge 
or act upon it outside the confessional. 
And even if he does know of their sins 
in some other way, he is not warranted to 
declare them public sinners. And to refuse 
them the usual accompaniments of a Cath- 
olic wedding would be to do just that so 
far as their relatives and friends are con- 
cerned. 


Coming now to the young couple, one 
might indeed suppose that they would feel 
somewhat ashamed at the pretense in which 
they have a part. The word “pretense” is 
used advisedly, because the traditional 
meaning of the white wedding gown is 
that the bride is presenting herself to her 
husband as a virgin. If this is not true, 
and if most of those present know it is not 
true, it would seem to be an unpleasant 
mockery of a sacred human ideal. Surely 
if the pregnancy is at all advanced, a quiet 
wedding without the white veil, etc., 
would seem to be the more decent ar- 
rangement. 


If their sin is secret, they are not obliged 
to a public confession, but it is hoped that 
at least they will have genuine sorrow and 
regret in their hearts at having so seriously 
disobeyed God, Who now is called upon 
to bless their marriage. 
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Teen-agers 


It is difficult for a farmer to be an unbeliever; 


Or) 


he sees too much of the workings of God. That 
is only one reason why it is good for a teen-ager 


to give some thought to the career of farming. 


Farming 


ERNEST F. MILLER, C.SS.R. 


| Pye everybody else in the world 

teen-agers share in the punish- 
ment given to the human race by God 
because of the sin of Adam and Eve. 
God said, “With labor and toil shalt 
thou eat of the fruits of the earth all 
the days of thy life.” So, teen-agers 
have to work. 

There are many kinds of work they 
can do. They can become doctors or 
lawyers or engineers or nurses. They 
can become the owners of big bus- 
inesses. They can hold down jobs in 
factories and offices; they can become 
members of the armed forces in the 
Army and in the Navy, in the Wacs 
and in the Waves. 

Teen-agers can even become farm- 
ers. 

The word even is used advisedly. 
Is it a disgrace for a teen-ager to be- 
come a farmer after the days in 
school have come to an end? Is the 
work of the farmer second-class 
work, below that of the factory-hand 
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and the truck-driver, and far below 
that of the banker and the airplane 
pilot? 

It certainly is not. It is not a dis- 
grace to be a farmer. Neither is the 
work of tilling the soil in any sense of 
the word inferior or lowly or second 
to the other vocations ‘and profes- 
sions that can be taken up by teen- 
agers. 


A MISLEADING PICTURE 


NFORTUNATELY there are 
some small minds that look up- 

on farmers as a backward race, like 
the simple natives of lost islands and 
deep jungles. This is the result of a 
long tradition amongst city folks to 
the effect that farmers are food for 
fun as well as providers of food for 
the table. They are called “hayseeds,” 
“rubes,” “hicks.” They are pictured 
as wearing clothes that are too tight 
or too short or too long or too loud. 
They are imitated in the way they 
are supposed to speak with a nasal 
twang and an ungrammatical butch- 
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ering of the language unequaled by 
the most uneducated. They are treat- 
ed as the original clowns of the coun- 


try. 


Gradually this tradition is wearing 
away. Only those who deservedly are 
called “city slickers” still cling to it. 
They speak from minds that are un- 
informed. 

The fact of the matter is, the “hay- 
seed” type of farmer has pretty well 
disappeared from the American 
scene. It is difficult to distinguish 
these days between the boy and the 
girl from the farm and the boy and 
the girl from the city. All the chil- 
dren playing in a school yard look 
the same as far as their manners, 
their way of speech and their dress 
are concerned although half of the 
children are the sons and daughters 
of farmers and the other half are sons 
and daughters of city people. 

So it is in the country church. 
Looking over the congregation at 
Mass on a Sunday morning, one is 
hard pressed to say whether the peo- 
ple are from Chicago and New York, 
or from the fields of Illinois and 
Minnesota. The men, women and 
children are not only fashionably 
dressed but they possess a poise and 
a finesse that removes them far from 
the backwoodsmen and the simple- 
tons and ignoramuses that popular 
city tradition for many years made 
them out to be. 


However, in spite of the changing 
notions about the character of the 
farmer and the changes that have tak- 
en place in the farmer, there are teen- 
agers who still think that to be a 
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farmer is to be a “rube” and a 
“hick.” They do not want to be as- 
sociated with farming in any way at 
all even though their father will be 
ready some day to hand over to 
them a debt-free farm that in its fer- 
tility and productivity will be as 
priceless as an oil well and much 
more satisfying to own. 


These young folks do not want to 
be laughed at or looked down upon. 
They are too sensitive. Their trouble 
is that they take too seriously a tra- 
dition that fast is fading and falling. 
The individual teen-ager may be will- 
ing to be an interior decorator, an 
advertising executive, a movie star, 
a band player or a singer with a band, 
a professional dancer, even a laborer 
with a road gang. But not a farmer. 
Teen-agers want to be modern, to 
live modern. They want to be sharp, 
up to the minute, smart. The farm 
does not lend itself to such accom- 
plishments. 


A STATEMENT TO BE 
EMPHASIZED 


O THINK thus and to act thus 
is to allow oneself to be guided 
entirely by error. Let the statement 
be emphasized — no man of sense 
and intelligence looks down on the 
farmer. Quite the contrary. Many a 
man, pounding the pavements on his 
way to and from work in the factory 
in the city, would gladly exchange 
places with the man who owns and 
runs a farm if he were given the op- 
portunity of living his life over again. 
There are advantages to life on a 
farm that cannot be found in life in 
the city. 
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What are these advantages? 

In most places there are available 
to farmers all the material advantages 
and cultural advantages that are open 
to city people. Who is the farmer 
who does not own a car or a couple 
of cars? With the hardtop roads that 
connect nearly all of our cities and 
towns today, most farmers can get 
downtown much more speedily than 
can city dwellers who must rely on 
bus or streetcar for transportation. 


Again, whether or not the things 
that the city offers are things to be 
desired is a question. Still they are 
open to the farmer if he wants them. 
And what are they? The movies, the 
department stores, the golf links, the 
museums and art galleries, the picnic 
and amusement parks, the many op- 
portunities for recreation and educa- 
tion that only the city can give. One 
does not have to live in the city now- 
adays in order to use the facilities of 
the city. 


In fact, the trend during the past 
few years has been for people to 
move away from the city and into the 
suburbs. Even this is not as advanta- 
geous as the position of the family 
that lives on a farm. Suburbs do not 
suffer at first from the noise and 
smoke and crowding that character- 
ize the city itself. But these evils or 
at least some of them follow the peo- 
ple into the suburbs. It does not take 
long before there are just as many 
people in the suburbs as there were 
before in the city. And so the same 
old evils of crowding and noise even- 
tually take over in a new place even 
as they did in the old. 
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OTHER ADVANTAGES 


UT on the farm there is no dan- 

ger of crowding, of a smoke- 
filled atmosphere, of the incessant 
racket of trucks and cars and trains 
and the other paraphernalia of society 
and civilization that feed and flourish 
on noise and die when reduced to 
silence. The home of the farmer is 
protected by the land that surrounds 
it. No factory can belch forth its va- 
pors into the eyes and ears and lungs 
of his wife and children as long as 
the farmer retains his land. No street- 
car or train can go clanging and 
howling past his front door and un- 
der his bedroom windows as long as 
the farmer is surrounded by his land. 


The farmer is as safe from the evils 
of the city as he would be if he were 
locked up in a castle. At the same 
time he can sally forth in his car 
down the highways that serve his area 
to the city and enjoy the things that 
the city has to offer for as long a 
time as his desires hold out and his 
time allows. What could be better 
than that? Who has a finer life than 
the farmer? Why should teen-agers 
refuse to consider such a life worth- 
while? : 

Even though the farmer lives in a 
section of a state where there are no 
large cities like Detroit or Minneapo- 
lis or Philadelphia, he can still keep 
in contact with the things, recreation- 
al and cultural, that are at the dis- 
posal of city people. 

His television brings him the best 
in the way of plays and athletic con- 
tests — football, baseball, basket- 
ball, prize fighting, hockey. The 
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whole world is brought right into his 
home. He doesn’t have to step out- 
side his house to know what is going 
on in Hollywood or on Broadway. 


HIS OWN BOSS 


HE farmer is much better off for 
other reasons also. 

The farmer is his own boss. He 
has no time clock to punch, no dead- 
line to make under pain of losing his 
job. One of the hardest duties of the 
factory and office worker is that of 
being submissive to a superior who 
oftentimes is quite inhuman in the 
demands that he makes on his sub- 
jects. If only such a boss could be 
told off and put in his place once and 
for all! But the worker dare not do 
this. His family depends on the mon- 
ey that comes from his holding on to 
his job. He has to swallow any insult 
rather than take the food from the 
mouths of his wife and children. He 
has to put up with the petty perse- 
cutions and importunities that are a 
part of the price that he must pay for 
his weekly pay check. 


The farmer can make his own de- 
cisions. He can determine his own 
hours of work. He is not only mas- 
ter of the manor but also of the land 
on which it stands. 

He has an intense interest in all 
that his farm produces and in every- 
thing that is connected with his farm 
because it is his farm. It does not 
belong to an absentee owner, to 
someone whom he never sees and 
does not even know. In a sense his 
land is a part of himself, like his arm 
or his leg or his heart. He identifies 
himself with it. It lives and breathes 
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and grows even as he lives and breath- 
es and grows. For that reason he does 
not count the hours that he works or 
complain about the inconveniences 
that his work sometimes causes him. 
He likes the work. Because he likes 
it, he finds it interesting in all its 
varied aspects. What more can a 
man want from life than that? 
Even that is not all. 


MANY SKILLS 


HE successful farmer is a man 
of many skills. The very nature 
of his work demands that he know 
how to do a hundred different things 
that his city brothers know very little 
about and cannot even begin to do. 
He cannot be calling the repair man 
to fix a fence or to discover the trou- 
ble with a dead machine every time 
something goes wrong. He cannot 
call in soil experts each time he wants 
to seed his fields. He must know the 
answers himself. Generally he does. 
He learns them as the need arises. If 
he does not learn the answers, he 
does not remain a farmer very long. 
So it is that the farmer has a pret- 
ty good idea as to what kind of soil 
makes up his land, what special nour- 
ishment and attention it needs, what 
crops should be planted and when 
they should be rotated. He knows 
where to look for trouble and how 
to eliminate it when the family car, 
the tractor or any one of the other 
complex machines he uses in his 
work refuses to operate as it should. 
He is good at devising ways and 
means of doing things. He is adept 
at improvising. He becomes a jack- 
of-all-trades in the management and 
operation of his farm. 
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Knowledge and skill are contrib- 
uting factors to a man’s happiness. 
The more a man knows how to do 
things with his mind, with his hands, 
with all his faculties, the more per- 
fect he becomes. And the more per- 
fect a man becomes, the more con- 
tent he is. A farmer has a much bet- 
ter chance of finding peace of mind 
than the man in the city. 


This is true not only because of the 
skills he has mastered but because his 
life brings him close to nature and to 
the God who has invested nature with 
so much power and with so many 
wonders. There is something myster- 
ious and miraculous in the ceaseless 
“growing” that characterizes the 
farm, in the vitality and fertility of 
the earth as it stretches out to touch 
the horizon, in the unseen movement 
of God’s hands beneath the soil that 
gives power to the tiny seed enabling 
it to germinate and fructify and 
eventually turn into food for the pre- 
servation of the life of man. The 
farmer lives in the midst of life and 
death. And from each death that he 
beholds, even from the death of a 
blade of grass or a stalk of corn, he 
sees new life emerge. He is a part of 
the continuing divine process of cre- 
ation. The drama is being acted out 
in his very presence all the time. 


CLOSE TO GOD 


Sang IS never very far away from 
the farm. When the farmer 
looks up to the heavens at night, the 
stars that seem close enough to pluck 
remind him of the infinity of the Cre- 
ator. When he surveys his fields with 
their gentle hills, their intermittent 
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woodlands, their brooks and streams 
and clear lakes he is reminded of the 
beauty of the face of God. It is dif- 
ficult for a farmer to be an unbe- 
liever. He sees too much of the 
workings of God. And that is anoth- 
er reason why it is a good idea for a 
teen-ager to give some thought to the 
career of farming when he is coming 
to a decision as to what he will do 
with his life when the days in school 
have come to an end. 

Nor does the farmer ever go hun- 
gry. People in cities often go hungry. 
In times of depression or calamity, 
such as widespread flood or fire, 
people in cities sometimes starve. 
Farmers never starve. They may have 
no money. They may receive prac- 
tically nothing for the produce of 
their fields and barns. Still, they have 
their land. And from their land they 
can draw the food necessary to keep - 
their bodies alive. Depressions are 
not comforting things to think about. 
But the farmer who owns his farm 
need have only a fraction of the fear 
that consumes the mind of the city 
dweller at the thought of a possible 
depression. 


An argument that some teen-agers 
use against pursuing the life of a 
farmer is the long hours and the hard 
work that must necessarily go into 
the making of a successful farm. 

There is a certain amount of ex- 
aggeration in this. With the modern 
machinery that is at the disposal of 
the farmer these days the working 
hours need not be exceedingly long 
at all. Milking machines, tractors, 
contraptions for the planting, culti- 
vating and gathering in of the crop 


THE LIGUORIAN 














take much of the backbreaking labor 
out of the farmer’s life that used to 
be quite common before the mechan- 
ical miracles were invented. The 
farmer in the course of the year has 
much more leisure time than the man 
who is tied down to a job in an of- 
fice or a factory. Generally the 
farmer does not have to work as hard 
as a man in a factory or an Office. 


There can be no doubt but that in 
many different ways the life of the 
farmer is a better life than that of 
one who does not live on and by a 
farm. This is particularly true if the 
farmer is interested in education, if 
he goes to college and graduates with 
a degree not only in the sciences that 
touch the proper running of a farm 
but also in the arts that can make his 
life on the farm so much happier and 
fuller. His education will move him 
to beautify his home, to have in it 
the nice things that the accumulated 
civilization of the centuries evolved— 
fine music (through records and a 


books, worthwhile papers and mag- 
azines. His taste, sharpened through 
his years of schooling, will make his 
home comfortable and cozy, a place 
from which his family will be reluc- 
tant to depart and in which his 
neighbors and friends will love to 
gather. 

To have such a home, to have 
such a life is much easier for a farm- 
er than it is for the man and woman 
of the city. There is time for plan- 
ning during the long winter months. 
There is room for expanding no mat- 
ter how far the expansion need go. 
And many of the things that go into 
the making of a beautiful home can 
be made by the members of the fam- 
ily themselves through the talents 
that they have developed in taking 
care of the many responsibilities 
bound up in the day-by-day opera- 
tion of a large farm. 

Isn’t such a life a good life? Isn’t 
it worth considering as a way of. life 
for all of one’s life? It is up to the 
teen-agers themselves to give the 
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pre-marriage 


Tragic Marriage Ahead 


ROBLEM:; I am 21, and the fellow 

I'm in love with is not a Catholic. He 
believes, however, that marriage is for- 
ever, and that two people can work out 
any disagreements if each contributes 
enough understanding and attention to the 
problem. He is intelligent, levelheaded, and 
we are very much in love. But one big 
stumbling-block has come up already. It 
is that of birth-prevention. He is thinking 
in terms of his future and our children’s 
future. In his family he has never had a 
room to himself, but has had to share a 
room with a sister. He has never had a 
place to study while going to school be- 
cause of the other children and lack of 
room. He feels it very necessary for chil- 
dren to have privacy once in a while out- 
side the bathroom and the public library. 
His job is such that he will never reach 
a “comfortable” class of life, and he feels 
that a family of four will be sufficient for 
his needs. He will not listen to the idea of 
abstaining from marriage relations as the 
only lawful means to limit one’s family. 


Another thing. So many statements of 
the Church sound like commands to him 
that he feels his rights and his intelligence 
are being challenged. He says: “They do 
all the thinking for you. Everything in the 
Catholic Church is designed to prevent its 
extinction. Catholics must marry Catho- 
lics; children must be educated in Catho- 
licism; people must always go to Mass on 
Sunday to guarantee a steady income for 
the Church; you must not attend non- 
Catholic services or read and see other 
than approved books and shows. It’s just 
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like Russia trying to keep their people 
from seeing how the rest of the world 
lives.” Aside from all this he is such a 
good person and I love him very much. 
I keep thinking, if only he could love God 
more and trust Him more. But it’s hard 
to convince someone of that when he will 
be paying the bills. Can you help me? 


OLUTION; Yes, I can help you very 

much, but I’m afraid you will not 
accept the kind of help I must offer you. 
Your only hope of keeping your faith, 
your peace of conscience and the friend- 
ship of God is not to marry this man. 
You are only 21. The whole world and 
your whole life are before you. Does love 
blind you to the fact that you cannot pos- 
sibly be a good wife to this man and at 
the same time a sincere, practicing Cath- 
olic? I can agree with you perfectly that 
he has many fine qualities. I can under- 
stand how he has come to the convictions 
he possesses about the Catholic Church 
and about birth-prevention. There are 
whole libraries of books that give the same 
false picture of the Catholic Church that 
ke has in his mind. There have been vol- 
umes written to defend the secularistic 
attitude toward the sin of birth-prevention. 
He has either read or heard such things 
quoted over and over again until they are 
a part of his very make-up. 


On the other hand there is an unan- 
swerable reason for everything you hold 
as a Catholic, from the teaching of the 
Church on birth-prevention, to Sunday 
Mass, Catholic education, censorship, etc. 
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Is it not clear that he will not stand for 
any crossing of his ideas on any of these 
topics? He is being wonderfully frank in 
expressing himself so clearly to you before 
marriage; a great many men are silent 
about all these things before marriage, but 
begin to act on their convictions only af- 
ter marriage. But you know what you are 
in for if you marry him. Since he believes 
that the Catholic Church is something 
like Communist Russia, you can be sure 
that he will spend his life trying to get 
you out of the claws or at least to free 


you from the laws of this Russia-like 
monster. He has stated his intentions. Now 
it is for you to decide whether you want 
a marriage in which your conscience will 
lead you one way, and your husband will 
lead you in the opposite way. A hundred 
thousand unhappy wives could tell you 
what a miserable kind of life that is. And 
surely your ex-boy friend will be able to 
find a girl, or many girls, who will have 
had the same background, training and 
convictions in religious matters as he has 
had. 


Thoughts for the Shut-In 


Preparing for Death 


O THINK about death now and then 

is a salutary practice urged by the 
Scriptural wise man upon all human be- 
ings. “Remember thy last end, and thou 
wilt never sin.” 

Certainly this thought is particularly 
necessary for the sick, and especially those 
whose illness is of a serious nature. It may 
be that in God’s providence they have only 
a short time remaining in this world. Com- 
mon sense would suggest that they pre- 
pare themselves as well as possible for 
their journey into the next world. 


The Catholic Hospital Association’s 
Code of Medical Ethics expresses this ob- 
ligation clearly: 

“Everyone has the right and duty to pre- 
pare for the solemn moment of death. 
Unless it is clear, therefore, that a dying 
patient is already prepared for death, as 
regards both temporal and spiritual affairs, 
it is the physician’s duty to inform, or 
have some responsible person inform him 
of his critical condition.” 

Sometimes it happens that a sick per- 
son’s relatives are very hesitant about in- 
forming him of his critical condition. They 
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are afraid this will come as too great a 
shock. It might therefore be a good thing 
for the shut-in to make it clear to those 
around him that he wishes to be told about 
it if the doctors decide his condition is 
critical. Surely it is misplaced fear to re- 
fuse to face up to God’s will. And it is 
misplaced charity on the part of relatives 
to keep the dying man from preparing 
himself as he should. 


The thought of death may not be pleas- 
ant or palatable. But, like bitter medicine 
for the body, this bitter spiritual medicine 
for the soul can give it strength to prepare 
for the important meeting with Christ, 
the Judge, the moment after life has end- 
ed. One’s eternal destiny depends on the 
cutcome of that meeting. Every sensible 
person then will want to prepare for it as 
well as possible, with all the appropriate 
sacraments of the Church adding their 
powerful strength. 

To be afraid of death is natural and 
normal. But the true Christian rises above 
his fear, and resigns himself to God’s holy 
will with trust and love, confident of the 
heaven that lies beyond. 
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readers retort 


In which readers are invited to express their minds on articles and opinions 
published in The Liguorian. Letters must be signed and full address of the 
writer must be given, though city and name will be withheld from publication 


on request. 


Three Suitors for One Girl 

In the Pre-Marriage column of your 
March issue the young lady complains of 
losing boy friends with whom she ought 
not to, in my opinion, have had a second 
date. I wonder if meeting someone with 
the same regard for the virtue of purity 
as she has would be of any help to her. 
This thought occurred to me as I read the 
column. She says she is over 25; I am 30; 
she does not say where she is from. At 
any rate if you think an introduction by 
mail would be in order, I would like to 
meet her. 
Milwaukee, Wis. R. P. H. 


Suitor Number Two 

Is the girl in the Pre-Marriage Clinic of 
the March LIGUORIAN a real live cor- 
respondent, or did you make her up to 
fill your space? If it is a real girl who is 
anxious to get married, I would like to get 
in touch with her, as I too am anxious to 
get married, and-so far have not found a 
good Catholic girl around here. Teen-agers 
seem to be the most important people in 
our parish, as I suppose they should be. 
In some parishes there are activities for 
older single people, but not here. I am 
Irish-born and have a widowed mother, 
and perhaps that is why local girls have 
steered clear of me. However my mother 
has never interfered with me; in fact, she 
suggested that I write this letter. I know 
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you are not running a matrimonial bureau, 
but the letter appealed to me and I 
thought it might cheer the girl up to know 
that someone admired her courage, her 
honesty and her purity. Even if nothing 
comes of this letter, I hope she will have 
the best of luck in finding a boy who will 
appreciate her. I enjoy THE LIGUORIAN 
very much and am delighted that at least 
one magazine can rise above the commer- 
cial. Please don’t think me a goody-goody, 
I love a good time, but when I marry, if 
I ever do, I want my children (if God 
gives me any) to have a mother they can 
look up to, and one who will help me 
raise them as good Catholics. 


Watsonville, Calif. P. A. R. 


Suitor Number Three 

In the March LIGUORIAN you had an 
article entitled, “Does it Cost Too Much 
To Be Pure?” based on a letter written by 
a young lady. I would like very much to 
correspond with her, for I think we have 
some things in common. However, if it 
is against the policy of your magazine, or 
if you deem it morally unwise or against 
your better judgment, I accept whatever 
decision you make. I enclose my address. 
Kansas City, Mo. A. M. 
© Obviously it would be unwise for us to 
attempt match-making on a_ wholesale 
scale. The girl in the letter referred to 
above is very real; in fact, we have letters 
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from dozens of girls whose complaint is 
the same, though the wording of the letters 
differs in detail. We shall make this offer: 
If the girl who wrote the letter in ques- 
tion, or any of the letters with the same 
theme (See Pre-Marriage Clinic, March 
LIGUORIAN, p. 21) wants to write to us 
in reference to corresponding with one of 
the above three gentlemen, we shall then 
make a decision as to whether addresses 
may be exchanged. 


The editors 


Lonely Single Woman 

I respect and enjoy your magazine. I 
would like to call your attention to some- 
thing, however, in connexion with the arti- 
cle in the Pre-Marriage section of the 
March issue under the title, “Does it Cosi 
Too Much to Be Pure?” I find in Catho- 
lics, priests, sisters, and the married laity, 
a proud security and smugness in their 
vocations. I refer to their attitude toward 
the single: the clergy and the married do- 
ing nothing other than clucking their sym- 
pathy, thanking God that they are not in 
the same position, and offering such plati- 
tudes as yours, that no marriage is better 
than one built on sin. You do not under- 
stand the single woman. I am not speaking 
of those who have voluntarily chosen that 
state, but of those, like myself, who are 
unwillingly single. The ranks of potential 
“cranky old maids” are growing rapidly, 
and I would like from the Catholic Church 
some concrete advice other than the worn 
out admonitions to pray, accept the will 
of God, etc. Are we, because of the short- 
age of eligible men and the rising divorce 
rate, condemned to walk alone? I say that 
the price of purity is too high. Catholic 
or not, every human being is just that — 
human, with needs and emotions peculiar- 
ly human. The solution you offer is not 
enough. 
Alhambra, Calif. Miss K. T. 
© With deep sympathy for this lonely soul, 
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we yet must say that if the will of God 
means nothing to her, nor the sufferings 
of the lonely Christ, nor the heaven for 
which we are all primarily made, then her 
logic is right, that she should squander 
even her purity or enter a bad marriage 
to escape loneliness. That is the essence 
of the disease of secularism. Perhaps the 
pamphlet, “Can Single Women Be Hap- 
py?” — which we are sending to her, 
will help a little. 
The editors 


Added Comment 

While your answer to the over-25 young 
lady who stated her problem in the March 
Pre-Marriage Clinic was thoughtful and 
undeniably correct, I would like to add 
something. I too am 25, and though I have 
had a vow of chastity for two years in a 
secular institute, I can sympathize with 
her. She shares the problem of many 
young adults in today’s insecure world. 
She is afraid. She wants roots. She wants 
to belong. She thinks marriage will keep 
her from becoming the selfish, unhappy 
single woman that seems to be her destiny. 
You are right in saying that it is better 
not to marry than to purchase marriage 
through sin. I feel that this young woman 
does not want to purchase marriage at all. 
She wants an exchange of love, bringing 
with it security, peace, freedom from anx- 
iety and fear. Is it too idealistic to say 
that what she is really seeking is to know 
the heart of Christ, where all these things 
are found? Thanks for the floor. 
Combermere, Ont. S. A. M. 
®@ This is the answer, no doubt about that, 
either in marriage or outside of marriage! 
All the broken, unhappy marriages around 
us prove that marriage alone is not the 
answer to fear, loneliness, insecurity. St. 
Augustine had the answer: “Our hearts 
are made for God and shall not rest until 
they rest in God.” 

The editors 
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Dramatic Lesson 

May I say, in response to the March 
Pre-Marriage Clinic, that I am a wife 
who committed many sins with my now- 
husband before we were married. This has 
been the result. We have never had a hap- 
py marriage. Our lives are filled with bit- 
terness toward each other, and for the 
past 8 years we have not even lived as 
man and wife. We have two lovely girls, 
and I am doing my best to raise them so 
that they will not make the mistakes I 
did. I attribute all our misery to those 
years of sin, and even though I have con- 
fessed the sins, I know I shall go on pay- 
ing for them to the end of my days. I hope 
you will print this to show the girl who 
wrote the complaining letter that nothing 
good is gained by sin. Please conceal my 
name and address. 
Anon. N. N. 
@ Few stories or confessions, could more 
dramatically point up the lesson we gave 
— that you gain nothing good, lasting or 
worthwhile by deliberate sin. 

The editors 


Plaudits 

Your article on Mortal Sin in the March 
issue of THE LIGUORIAN is packed full 
of wonderful meditation for saving souls, 
including my own. It is not less than a 
classic, and should be spread far and wide 
in pamphlet form and heard from every 
pulpit in the land. It fits this world of 
today to a T. I have a suggestion for an- 
other article and pamphlet. It is on fund- 
raising drives in parishes and would treat 
of 1) paying large sums of money to out- 
side advisors for campaign surveys; 2) 
lack of discussion with lay leaders of the 
parish, resulting in lack of interest; 3) the 
priest who does it all his own way, etc. 
Houston, Texas 
© We suggest that this month’s Sideglances 
be read as an extension of the March arti- 
cle on “The Five Faces of Mortal Sin.” 
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We shall have something on fund-raising 
during the course of the year. 
The editors 


Squatters 

The controversy has extended to THE 
LIGUORIAN! I refer to the article re- 
garding irritations in church in Points of 
Friction — particularly about the “squat- 
ters.” The same hue and cry arose in our 
diocesan newspaper in California some 
time ago, and there were many pros and 
cons. It has been my experience that most 
of the squatters who claim the end seat 
in a pew are those pious souls who almost 
always arrive for Mass sometime before 
Mass starts to pay their additional respects 
to our Lord. They arrive early so they 
can have their choice of seats and not be 
late for the holy sacrifice. But as it gen- 
erally turns out, these same pious souls 
are the ones who must bear the annoy- 
ance when they must move to the center of 
the pew, and be crowded into a small space 
by those individuals who are habitually 
late for Mass. These late-comers usually 
do not receive Holy Communion and then 
the early-comers must crawl their way out 
into the aisle to go to the Communion 
rail. Of course, we must be charitable, but 
I think it is about time that some charity 
be shown to the individuals who are al- 
ways on time for Mass and generally ar- 
rive early to obtain a good seat and spend 
a little extra time with our Lord. Why 
must they always have to suffer? 
San Antonio, Tex. B. E. F. 
@ We have had several letters similar to 
the above, which make us feel that perhaps 
we went out on a lonely and insecure limb 
in our statements against end-of-the-pew 
dwellers. The people who come early cer- 
tainly are entitled to their choice of seat; 
however, the pious early-comers should 
not make it too difficult for the im-pious 
late-comers by having to be prodded to 
make room for them or to let them pass 
into the pew. Let them keep their vantage 
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points, but also gracefully and charitably 
allow the tardy brethren to squeeze by. 
The editors 


From a “Browbeaten” Catholic 
Cancel our subscription to THE LI- 
GUORIAN, and while you are doing so, 
give our congratulations to V. C. of West 
Covina, California, for daring to express 
the opinion of many browbeaten Catholics. 
You are going to have to face the hard, 
materialistic fact that a baby tumbling 
along every 10 to 18 months requires food, 
clothing and shelter, none of which are 
actually paid for by the Catholic Church 
in the case of average couples. You priests 
have no economic worries; you always 
know where your next meal is coming 
from; you drive good cars, smoke, drink, 
live in good houses without families to 
support, and you must get a great deal of 
enjoyment out of forcing people to give 
up what little sex pleasure there is in mar- 
ried life. Catholics are encouraged to 
smoke and drink freely, to gamble at bingo 
when the cause is just, namely, when the 
revenue supports the Church and the af- 
filiated school. The end justifies the means 
in this case, but not in birth-prevention. 
The Catholic Church has good reason for 
stimulating her married laity to breed like 
rats. Priests and nuns can’t reproduce and 
unless Catholic couples produce at least 
4 children (potentially 2 to breed and 2 
for the Church) there will be an alarming 
decrease in religious vocations. As to your 
motto: “Devoted to the unchangeable 
principles of truth, justice, democracy and 
religion, and to all that brings happiness 
to human beings,” — are you being hypo- 
critical or just humorous? 
Kalamazoo, Mich. Mrs. D. E. C. 
© Bitterness such as this can hardly be 
answered by facts or reasoning. Nor can 
it make for much happiness or peace of 
mind in the lives of those afflicted with 
it. It deserves the sympathy and prayers 
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of -all followers of Christ. We are in- 
trigued, however, by one thought that keeps 
recurring in the letters of those who de- 
nounce us for stating God’s law on the 
use of sex: it is the suggestion that the 
Catholic Church should pay all the ex- 
penses of those who have babies in line 
with their vocation and their proper enjoy- 
ment of sex. Catholic organizations do 
help many parents financially, but we 
doubt that those who, like the lady who 
writes to us here, are attached to birth- 
prevention would be moved to renounce 
it by offers of any amount of money. We 
might add, too, that this is the first time 
we ever heard the interesting theory that 
the Church wants parents to have two 
children for the Church and two to breed. 
Not a bad idea; it is only too bad that 
1) it has never been thought of by the 
Church, 2) it is impossible. 
The editors 


And Another 

Regarding the published letter in your 
last October issue, from a family of 6 
children who have resorted to birth-pre- 
vention to solve their dreadful problems, 
we count ourselves in the same miserable 
category of wanting no more children — 
no more at this time. We find it difficult 
to believe that they could have received 
letters from people which gave them the 
reasons and courage to give up their sins. 
Therefore we are desperately eager to hear 
what some of these people have said which 
makes it possible for them to go on living 
reasonably happy without the enjoyments 
of the married state. Is it possible to have 
some of their letters printed, or to receive 
a resume of their ideas? We have serious- 
ly considered leaving the Church because 
of this problem. Your answer in THE 
LIGUORIAN is not sufficient. Being in 
poor health (due to having 3 children in 
a short space) we cannot possibly take 
time out for Mass, rosary, other prayers, 
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to alleviate the suffering of giving up our 
expressions of love. If we took time out 
for one half hour of extra devotions a 
day, we would not have time to feed the 
children. We work steadily for 13 to 15 
hours daily, and it is almost killing us. 
It is difficult to feel that one is a failure, 
but worse to feel that one shouldn’t have 
been born at all. Right along with us hypo- 
critical Catholics who are not anxious to 
be martyrs, and are going to hell, we sup- 
pose will travel those priests who won't 
heip us realistically to handle our prob- 
lems. 

Denver, Colo. Mrs. C. L. 
© It is difficult to escape the impression, 
from sad letters like this, that those who 
have chosen to disobey God’s law have 
not really found much peace or happiness 
in their choice. A person cannot be happy 
who feels that she should never have been 
born. We shall send on to her many of 
the letters we received on this subject 
(there were hundreds from people living 
in peace with God and themselves). But 
nothing can take the place of love of God 
and trust in God and at least some daily 
prayer. 

The editors 


The Grass Is Always Greener 

Last week I read and re-read one of 
your articles on birth-control in a past is- 
sue of THE LIGUORIAN. My wife also read 
it and she shares my views to the letter. 
You speak of abstinence in marriage. How 
easy to speak of this when you are bound 
by vows to deny yourself this phase of 
life! If you put aside the spiritual for a 
moment and consider the physical part of 
a person’s make-up, you will see that this 
is an impossibility. My wife and I were 
Catholic at one time. We were raised in 
parochial schools and married at the al- 
tar of a Catholic church. But we have 
given up our religion because of the 
Church’s ruling on birth-control. How can 
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you know anything about our problem? 
Living fat, smug and complacent in a 
nice, large, warm rectory, with no more 
worries than whether the car will start 
when you want to go for a ride! What do 
you know of the bills that confront a man 
and wife when they are trying to take care 
of several children? Last week, in a fac- 
tory outlet, I bought a few supplies for 
our children and the bill came to over 
$40. Do you think that if I present this 
bill to the holy persons at the nearest 
rectory, they will give me a partial re- 
fund? I hardly think so. It is all very well 
to keep your eyes rolling to heaven, but 
someone has to look out for the stumb- 
ling-blocks in the present world. Religion 
has its place, perhaps, but definitely not 
in my family relationships. My wife and 
I are through with it. 

Maine J. BE 
© The assumption is so easily made by 
these “kickers against the goad” that cel- 
ibacy requires no effort, no prayers, no 
self-denial, and that it automatically ush- 
ers one into a fat, smug, complacent, lux- 
urious life. One wonders why there are 
not thousands more who accept the “bur- 
dens” of the priesthood. The key to the 
above letter is in the words: “If you put 
aside the spiritual part of man’s nature 
and look only at the physical.” If we do 
that, alas, we shall all reject every iota of 
God’s law and live only for our bodies and 
this world. May God be merciful to all 
who have been trapped into taking this 
outlook! 

The editors 


Questionnaire 

Regarding your March article on Mike 
Wallace, would you kindly print in your 
magazine the date when the Pope excom- 
municated Mussolini? Would you explain 
why the Vatican, if it was always against 
Hitler, allowed him to supply arms to 
Franco and the Catholics of Spain? Would 
you inform me why Mexico, Italy and 
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France are the main channels of dope in- 
to this country? And why a growing per- 
centage of condemned movies are made 
in Catholic countries? And why adultery 
is highest in France? And why Ireland and 
France (excepting Sweden) lead the world 
in alcoholism? And why Ireland, Italy and 
Latin American countries are the most 
superstitious? And why Nevada is our 
greatest gambling and divorce state, and 
got that way through two Roman Catho- 
lic senators — Pat McCarran and Thos. 
Malone? And why Communists are so 
strong in Roman Catholic countries? .. . 
I am a born-again Christian and I love 
the Lord Jesus with all my strength. For- 
get the Church and be born again your- 
self. 

Phoenix, Ariz. J. B. 
@ When one has a mind to blame all the 
sins ever committed in the world on the 
Catholic Church, argument and statistics 
are in vain. Every Catholic (including 
ourselves) knows that he has been born 
again in baptism, as Christ commanded. 
He knows too that now he must live up 
to Christ's teaching or his soul will be lost. 

The editors 


Confusion About Laws 

Now I am confused. In answer to a 
letter in your February issue you state that 
a man may kill to save his own life. How- 
ever, he may not lie to do so. I have al- 
ways accepted this latter without question, 
but I never compared the statements be- 
fore. If a lie to an unjust aggressor will 
save one’s life or the lives of others, is 
this wrong while in only slightly different 
circumstance I may kill the same aggres- 
sor to escape the same lies? 
Pontiac, Mich. Mrs. J. M. B. 
@ The circumstances are vastly different 
by nature. We begin with the principle 
that a good end ‘never justifies an intrin- 
sically evil means. Lying is intrinsically 
evil; it can be justified for no good end. 
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In regard to killing the natural law says, 
“Thou shalt not kill.’ This law not only 
forbids us to kill others, but it binds us 
to preserve our own life by every possible 
means. This includes taking reasonable 
precaution against disease, avoiding acci- 
dents, and protecting ourselves against ag- 
gressors who are bent on taking our lives. 
Therefore killing in necessary self-defense 
is not using an intrinsically evil means to 
attain a good end. It may even be required 
by the natural law. 
The editors 


Mental Restrictions 

I disagree with some of the examples of 
lawful mental restriction set down by Fa- 
ther Miller in his article, “Is Lying Always 
a Sin?” 1) I agree that a priest is bound 
to conceal what he hears in confession, 
but I do not think the words, “I don’t 
know,” in answer to a question about what 
he has heard are even objectively truthful. 
He could say, “I am bound not to reveal 
what I have heard.” 2) I do not think the 
words used by a wife to conceal her pre- 
vious sins are in any sense truthful. If, 
in response to a question about her pre- 
vious purity, she says, “I am innocent,” 
she is lying. She can say, “I don’t choose 
to answer the question.” 3) I see no justi- 
fication for teaching children to tell vis- 
itors that their parents are “not at home,” 
when they are at home. Why can’t they 
be taught to say, “They are sick, or busy, 
or sleeping,” or whatever the truth is. The 
same thing is true of the used car exam- 
ple. It boils down to this: You seem to 
say mental restriction is intrinsically evil, 
but may be used for a justifying cause. 
There is the old end justifying the means 
again. 
Portland, Conn. D. J. S. 
© The whole point of our explanation was 
that mental restriction is not intrinsically 
evil for two reasons: 1) because often 
there is a grave obligation or a grave need 
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to conceal the truth; 2) because the words 
used with a mental restriction must be 
understandable in the true sense, 
though their meaning is mistaken by the 
hearer. The examples we gave are to be 
found in most manuals of moral theology, 
though an individual is free to dispute 
their validity. 


even 


The editors 


Different 

I was told by my sister that this maga- 
zine had good articles. I am quite dis- 
appointed with the back issues I’ve been 
looking through, as they seem like the 
same thing I was indoctrinated with in 
grade and high school. I’ve been a Cath- 
olic (at least in name) all my life, and 
everything the Catholic publications come 
out with seems to be a repetition of some 
teaching I already know. To me your 
articles almost always deal with some triv- 
ial problem of a teen-ager or a young 
married couple or a baby-sitter. The editor 
always wants to assume that the person 
caught in a conflict is a clean-living Cath- 
olic with high moral standards. What 
about the people who are not in that 
category? What about the really bad peo- 
ple? Aren’t they people, too, with souls 
just like the “goody-goodies” have? Don’t 
they have a chance to meet their Maker— 
to join the elite of churchdom’s society, 
or are they too far gone to be reckoned 
with? This group that I am talking about 
are not in the small minority you padres 
want to believe they are. I believe that it 
is far more important to deal with a per- 
son on the verge of disaster than one who 
is guilty of a minor violation. I trust you 
understand me. 


Ohio G. A. P. 
@ In a certain sense it is refreshing to 
receive a letter like this — so different 


from many letters we receive. So many say 
that we are constantly preaching hell and 
damnation and accusing everybody of 
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leading a double life and asking people to 
live up to impossible obligations. We do 
not believe that we need go to great 
lengths to refute this letter insofar as our 
regular readers are concerned. As for. the 
statement that the “padres” do not know 
the proportion of the big sinners in rela- 
tion to the number of good people, we 
ask: “Is there any better way of finding 
out than by working as a missionary in 
the parishes of our country?” 
The editors 


Hurt Feelings 

I’m boiling regarding your answer to a 
question about how invalidly married peo- 
ple should be treated in the March LI- 
GUORIAN. How do you know when 
there is no hope for such people so that 
Catholics should stay away from them? 
I certainly am glad that God will judge 
us and not human beings. I happen to be 
in an invalid marriage that cannot be 
made valid .Since I have realized my hor- 
rible mistake, I try to stay as close to the 
Church as I can by participating in every- 
thing except the sacraments. What would 
happen to people like me if all their 
friends deserted them? 


Anon N. N. 


@ Any attitude adopted toward invalidly 
married persons must be based squarely 
on the hope that it will do two things: 
1) help bring the sinner back to God; 
2) prevent others from making the same 
fatal mistake. In some cases there is well- 
grounded hope that not being friendly with 
invalidly married relatives or friends will 
make them realize more sharply the mean- 
ing of the loss of God’s friendship, which 
accompanies every bad marriage. In other 
cases charity and friendliness will help 
more. But never should a person living in 
a bad marriage stop praying and attending 
Mass for the grace of escape from sin. 
The editors 
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The Wise Men 


Still Come 


Adapted from a Catholic Hour radio address by 


JOSEPH E. MANTON, C.SS.R. 


HE jewelry ads, if nothing else, 
remind us that the graduation 
season is again upon us, and in the 
next few days across every college 
campus in America, the annual aca- 
demic procession with its bright hoods 
and rippling robes will wind along 
like a stately river. Somehow it takes 
you back — or it does me anyhow — 
to a smaller academic procession 
when the flowing robes were worn 
by only three wise men, and the lamp 
of learning was a golden star, and the 
central figure was not the president 
of a university but the President of 
the Universe. If that traditional 
phrase, “The Three Wise Men,” 
means anything, it means that Chris- 
tianity began by attracting the best 
brains of the hour; and ever since 
that day, learning has had its place of 
honor in the Church. 


A Little Knowledge Is a Shame! 
Sooner or later really learned men 
find their way to religion. It is the 
fool that curls his lips and scoffs; the 
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wise man bends his knees and prays. 
Of all the weird creatures in the side 
show tents of this earth, the most 
laughable and yet the most pitiable, 
the most inflated and the least in- 
formed, the most eager to demand 
the floor and the most deserving of 
the door, is the sophomoric student 
who has read a book, or has heard a 
couple of lectures, and now feels he 
can airily relegate religion to the at- 
tic. He is just bursting with brand 
new liberal views. He doesn’t know 
it but these liberal discoveries were 
discussed and dissected and put into 
labeled bottles on the shelves of the- 
ology back in the days when monks 
were writing the rebuttal on parch- 
ment. Certainly it seems new if some 
glib Tom, Dick or Harry prints it on 
slick paper in 1958, if you don’t 
know that St. Thomas Aquinas was 
anticipating and answering this very 
point 700 years ago. A little knowl- 
edge may be a dangerous thing, but 
more often it’s just a shame. 


45 








By and large, deeply learned men 
are likely to be deeply religious men. 
Old Father History will stroke his 
silken white beard and assure you 
that through the centuries the torch 
of true knowledge has illuminated the 
cross like a holy candle. It is only 
false science that has been a fire- 
brand seeking to char and consume 
the cross. 


After all, religion and learning are 
twin sons of the same God; why 
should they not march along should- 
er to shoulder? Why should not the 
same names be written twice, side by 
side — once on fame’s golden scroll 
and again on the Church’s baptismal 
register — the names of men who 
were at once prominent in their chos- 
en field and pious in their cherished 
faith — astronomers like Copernicus, 
who was a cathedral canon, poets like 
Dante, explorers like Columbus and 
Magellan? Mendel, the biologist who 
blazed the trail in studies of heredity, 
was the abbot of a monastery. Sten- 
son, the first name in modern geol- 
ogy, was a bishop. Lavoisier, the 
father of modern chemistry, was a 
devout communicant. 


When you glance across the dash- 
board of your car and read the 
“amps,” you are recalling a Catho- 
lic pioneer in electricity, Ampere. 
When you check the voltage, you are 
recalling the Catholic scientist, Vol- 
ta. When you flick on the car’s radio, 
you utilize the invention of another 
Catholic scientist, Marconi, who in- 
cidentally got his inspiration for wire- 
less while pacing the cloister of a 
cathedral and who dedicated his first 
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broadcast to the Mother of God. And 
the mat under your accelerator might 
be synthetic rubber invented by 
Father Nieuwland of Notre Dame. 

So, too, in music, written in gold- 
en notes are Catholic names like Mo- 
zart and Palestrina; in art, the Mich- 
elangelos and the Raphaels; the 
Murillos and Correggios and Da 
Vincis. In the more practical field of 
preventive medicine, a man as bril- 
liant in the laboratory as he was 
pious in the Church, Pasteur. Fallop- 
io of the fallopian tubes, Galvani of 
the galvanized electric current, and 
so on and on. 


Yesterday and Today 

UT down the broad aisle of the 

Church you see marching not 
only the brilliant men of a bygone 
day, carrying their plumed hats and 
swishing their gay cloaks, but still 
they come in our day, modern men 
of letters and art and science, with 
their fedoras and brief cases and 
double-breasted overcoats. You can 
believe in God, grace, the Mass and 
the sacraments, and still be several 
degrees above a moron. Would you 
call G. K. Chesterton, the editor, a 
dumb, plodding peasant? Was John 
L. Stoddard, the world-traveler and 
lecturer, a narrow-minded know- 
nothing? Was Ronald Knox, who 
translated the Bible, a relic of medie- 
val superstition and ignorance? And 
Sigrid Undset, the novelist and Sir 
Esme Howard, the ambassador, and 
Eric Gill, the sculptor, and John 
Moody, the financial authority and 
Joyce Kilmer, the poet, and Carlton 
Hayes, the historian, and Maritain, 
the philosopher — these people read 
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a book, too. In fact between them 
they wrote shelves of books. And 
they are, everyone of them, converts 
to the Catholic Faith! 

As in the very first church there 
was room for the unlettered shep- 
herds who tended their sheep, and 
for the Wise Men who held the 
sheepskin of learning, so the true 
Church will always attract the very 
simple and the very smart; the sim- 
ple who sense the truth and the wise 
people who reason to it. 


Obviously not all the bright peo- 
ple, the sixteen-cylinder brains, are 
Catholics. Faith is still a gift and for 
some God does not hang up the Wise 
Man’s star, its beam pointing to the 
Church like a golden finger, pointing 
out the way and the truth. For oth- 
ers God has held aloft faint glimmer- 
ings of the true Church but they fail- 
ed to investigate. 


These men may have minds like 
great white searchlights in their own 
particular fields. They may be light- 
houses along the dark coast of knowl- 
edge. They may know literature and 
thrill to the lilting measures of great 
poetry as it dances through its lines 
with gold-slippered grace. They may 
know the stars of the sky the way a 
man knows the ornamental shells on 
his lawn. They may know test tubes 
and slide rules, drawing boards and 
logarithms. But somehow they never 
get around to studying — really 
studying — religion. They have 
knocked at every door on the Street 
of Knowledge but God’s. They just 
never got curious. And sometimes 
they wonder why in their hearts there 
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is an aching, a longing, a hunger that 
the richest triumph or the gayest 
party leaves strangely empty. 


On the Other Side of the Street 

T MUST be admitted, of course, 

that other people have been mem- 
bers of the Church, but one day 
walked down the aisle and out-into 
the street and never looked upon the 
altar again. But do you suppose that 
any of these Catholics actually 
thought their way out of the Church? 
A few of them may give up the 
Catholic’s “Sign of the Cross” for 
the agnostic’s shrug of the shoulders, 
but not because any of them had gen- 
uine grounds for disbelief. Some of 
them stopped answering church bells 
on Sunday morning, not because of 
the Nicene Creed but simply because 
it was nicer to stay in bed. They 
found that the mattress was more ap- 
pealing than the Mass, or that God 
interfered with golf. Others stopped 
going because they could not abide 
all this talk about money; one col- 
lection a month was enough. Others 
found fault with the Church’s atti- 
tude on matrimony; one wife a life- 
time wasn’t enough. 

Some former Catholics are even 
honest enough to admit that a cou- 
ple of the commandments cramped 
their style, like boxing gloves on a 
pickpocket. But whatever it was, 
you'll find it was not thought or 
learning or concentrated brain-pow- 
er that made them walk on the other 
side of the street from the church. 

Then there are grim, honest peo- 
ple, former Catholics too, who have 
convinced themselves that they hate 
the Church. This is really a pity, be- 
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cause what they hate is not the 
Church, but, you might say, the rec- 
tory. You “won’t see them inside a 
church,” because somewhere along 
the line they had a quarrel with a 
priest. After the passage of years 
even they themselves are not too 
clear just what the fight was all about. 
As a rule, looking back in perspec- 
tive, the issue was tiny, but the up- 
shot was tremendous. Whoever 
thought that a whole family might be 
lost to the Church because Sandra 
was not chosen for the second angel 
in the Christmas pageant? Believe 
me, it can start as insignificantly as 
that! 


No wonder they told us in the 
seminary that except where it was a 
matter of faith or morals, don’t try 
to win an argument; you may end up 
losing a soul. 

And, of course, in many of these 
church departments which are only 
like the fringes of religion, the priest 
can so easily be wrong — and mon- 
umentally wrong! He has had no 
special training as a choir-master, 
nor an architect, nor as the mirac- 
ulous balance wheel between the 
younger and the older single ladies 
of the sodality. He isn’t a cruise di- 
rector trained to make everybody 
happy. He just does his best for God 
as he sees it, and sometimes his eye- 
sight is terrible. 


Now, naturally these people, who 
think they have been discriminated 
against, dislike “this domineering 
priest.” That’s understandable. But 
why — and here is the whole point 
—why take it out on the whole Cath- 
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olic Church and on God and on their 
own soul? To refuse to go to church 
and listen to the word of God and 
receive the sacraments because you 
have had a quarrel with a priest is 
like refusing to receive mail because 
you have a sniffing disregard for the 
local postman. For a while St. Peter 
and St. Paul didn’t get along too well 
either. But they soon decided that 
Christ was bigger than either of 
them. But no matter how you figure 
it out, it isn’t brains that keep peo- 
ple out of church but it often is a 
brainstorm. 

But, thank God, under the soft 
white bandage of time, the open 
wound closes quietly into a scar. So 
please, God, heal their hurts, soften 
their hearts, open their eyes, take 
their hands and bring them back to 
the fireside of the old faith, where 
once again they may know the light 
of Thy truth and the warmth of Thy 
love and feel the snug comfort of be- 
ing home! 





WITH LOVE AND JOY 


Christ was not a stoic, and His 
Church shows no trace of the stoic 
spirit. When chalices are consecrated, 
the Church uses balsam, in order that 
the divine banquet may abound in 
fragrance and unction, and when she 
celebrates the joyful feast of Corpus 
Christi she strews flowers before 
Jesus in the Eucharist. She does not 
check the impulses of the heart. 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with thy whole heart.” Let us love 
Him then with a tender and heartfelt 
love. 





Bishop Prohaszka 
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Why People 
Come Late for 


Sunday Mass 


JaMEs Post, C.SS.R. 


HE people who habitually come late 

for Sunday Mass and for church 

services during the week or on Sundays 
can be divided into three classes: 

1. Those who are unpunctual in every- 
thing. 

2. Those who are unpunctual because 
of indifference to Mass and church serv- 
ices. 

3. Those who are unpunctual for pub- 
licity reasons. 

* * * 

We are not speaking of those persons 
who come late once in a great while, be- 
cause there can be a thousand and one 
reasons for an occasional lapse. But those 
who almost always come in a few minutes 
after the priest is at the altar can be placed 
in one of the three classes listed above. 

Let’s take a look at these classes, one 
by one. 


1. Those who come late for Mass be- 
cause they are unpunctual in everything. 

Some people are incorrigible putterers 
and hopeless dilly-dallyers. They have 
never learned to organize or budget their 
time so that they can do the right things 
at the right time. They come late to social 
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events, to business engagements, to meet- 
ings with friends, and so, according to the 
same habit, they come late to church. 

Only a pretty thorough self-going-over 
will change this slovenly habit which has 
been acquired. 

2. Those who come late for Mass be- 
cause of indifference to Holy Mass and 
church services. 

These persons differ sharply from the 
first class because about the only event 
they come late for is an event in church. 
And they get into the habit of coming 
late because of a half-conscious boredom 
that they experience in church. 

If they ever really honestly would think 
it over, they would hear themselves say- 
ing: “Mass and church services are tedious 
and long. I can spare myself part of that 
boredom by coming late.” 

Usually such late-comers are among 
those who dash out of church before serv- 
ices are over as if pursued by a demon 
or called by an urgent appeal of charity 
or a sudden attack of illness — to stand 
around on a street corner gossiping or to 
relax, with nothing to do, in a big com- 
fortable chair at home. 


3. Those who come late for Mass for 
publicity reasons. 

To this class belong the fewest in num- 
ber, but their cheap motive makes them 
worthy of special note. They come late on 
principle, because it gives them a chance 
to display themselves before others by 
walking down the aisle of a church already 
well-filled. Supreme egotism is their mo- 
tive and they are unaware that the oppo- 
site of what they seek is usually gained by 
their conduct, namely, that people look 
down upon rather than up to them when 
they walk into church — late as usual. 

Don’t be a late-comer to Holy Mass or 
church services — on principle or for any 
other reason. 
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[,OOK AT GHE STARS! 


What can we learn by gazing at the 
stars? King David looked at the stars 
and asked of God, ““What is man, that 
Thou shouldst be concerned about him?” 


ANTHONY S. TERKOWITSCH, C.SS.R. 


HAT is man in comparison 

with the majesty of God? 
David pondered that question thou- 
sands of years ago. He sat in. his 
fortress at Jerusalem, thinking about 
his boyhood and the lonely night- 
watches he had spent tending his 
father’s flocks on the barren hills of 
Canaan. He remembered how he lay 
there, gazing in wonder at the bril- 
liant star-studded sky. Now, when 
king of all Israel, he plucked at his 
lyre and sang: “I look up at those 
heavens of Thine, the work of Thy 
hands, at the moon and the stars 
which Thou hast set in their places; 
what is man, Lord, that Thou shouldst 
be concerned about him?” (Ps. 8/4- 
5) 

David contemplated the starry 
firmament and drew from it treasures 
of wisdom and lessons in humility 
even though his scientific knowledge 
of it was rudimentary. His “world” 
was confined to a small segment of 
land in the Middle East surrounded 
by the Great Ocean and enclosed be- 
neath the solid vault of the sky, in 
which were set the jewels of stars. 
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Our generation has taken giant 
strides in all fields of science. It has 
pushed back the frontiers of space a 
thousand times and probed deep into 
the mysteries of the microbe and 
atom world. Yet for the most part, it 
has failed to find the infinite Arti- 
ficer at that far frontier; it has failed 
to see the Sower of the seed of latent 
power in the tiny atom. The great 
majority of people today do not give 
so much as a passing glance at the 
stars. 


What can we, the busy Americans 
of the twentieth century, gain by 
star-gazing? There are a thousand 
and one other ways to spend an eve- 
ning. And even when we want to, we 
find the spectacular night sky all but 
obliterated by the haze of artificial 
light surrounding us. “Besides, what 
meaning or inspiration can I, just an- 
other citizen, get out of facts amassed 
by some detached insomniac who 
calls himself an astronomer and 
spends his nights crouched in a cold 
iron chair under a big telescope star- 
ing into space? 
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Try getting away alone sometime 
to a solitary spot where you will be 
alone with the clear night heavens 
above. Survey the vast shimmering 
panorama of the Milky Way and 
spend a few meditative moments on 
the wonder and significance of it all. 
You will feel the vastness seep into 
your soul. You will be lifted out of 
the trifling entanglements of our 
earth-bound existence, and you will 
come into contact with the unshak- 
able realities of eternity. Stand silent 
and listen. Those ageless sentinels 
will tell you of their Maker and of 
His power and wisdom and immen- 
sity. 


To appreciate fully this breathtak- 
ing spectacle, you must realize the 
scope of the scene laid out before 
you. Consider it now from just these 
aspects: the beauty of design and the 
dimensions of time and space. 


I. 

yw. beauty of design? That 

vista of sparkling pinpoints 
above you is not a labyrinth of stars 
broadcast at random. All the stars 
are components of various precise 
formations — star clusters or galax- 
ies. The sun has its train of stately 
planets and their satellites. Making 
the circuit around the sun are hordes 
of asteroids and the vagabond com- 
ets. Out in the depths of space are 
shrouds of nebulae and mysterious 
cosmic clouds, where stars may have 
their beginning. All these phenomena 
are counterpoised by gravitational 
and centrifugal forces. All have their 
own symmetry, and together they ap- 
parently constitute a stupendous sys- 
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tem of elaborate, clocklike precision 
that we are only beginning to under- 
stand. 

There is an obvious conclusion to 
be drawn from these facts: to say that 
all this ordered complexity came 
about by chance, or unguided cosmic 
forces, is comparable to saying that 
the electronic brain, Univac, came 
about by an explosion in a Tinker- 
Toy factory. What then must be the 
piercing intelligence, the overwhelm- 
ing power, of the Supreme Being 
Who designed this masterpiece, Who 
created it by a mere act of His will? 


The stars themselves testify to the 
ingenuity of their Creator. There are 
literally billions upon billions, rang- 
ing from mere specks to giants that 
dwarf our sun — our sun that could 
contain a million earths! They are of 
every color, a myriad of glistening 
rubies, sapphires, emeralds, topazes; 
some brilliant, others dull. The ener- 
gy they expend, their intense, pulsat- 
ing heat is inconceivable. Their cat- 
aclysmatic eruptions make the blast 
of the H-bomb sound like the fall of 
a leaf. He Who made them all is our 
God. He has numbered them; to each 
He has given a name. His sustaining 
power keeps each one of them in 
existence. Shall anything be difficult 
or impossible to such omnipotence? 


Il. 


HE dimensions of the known 

universe are staggering. The 
twinkle of many a star you see shot 
out from it before Columbus sailed 
the seas; only now is it reaching us. 
Measure that distance, if you can, 
considering that light travels 186 
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thousand miles a second. Yet these 
are our close neighbors. Every star 
that you can distinguish with the 
naked eye belongs to our galaxy. Our 
galaxy is a gigantic, gyrating pin- 
wheel one hundred thousand light 
years in diameter. It is composed of 
billions of whirling stars whose dis- 
tance from one another is so great 
that they seem locked in space; yet 
they are held together and course 
along at many times the speed of 
sound. 


Until recently this galaxy of ours 
was thought to be the entire universe. 
But now the roving eyes of giant 
telescopes have shown that it is only 
one of a swarm of similar galaxies, 
and that beyond them loom perhaps 
a trillion more. The range of Palo- 
mar, the world’s largest telescope, is 
estimated at two billion light years; 
still there is no reason to suppose 
that this is anywhere near the limits 
of the universe. Imagine traveling 
two billion years at the speed of 
light! Reflect now. Our God holds 
all this — the entire universe — 
cupped in the palm of His hand. He 
is present to all of it; contained by 
none of it. That is His immensity. 

Men have always been asking the 
intriguing questions, “When did time 
begin? How did it all start?” These 
questions are still far from answered, 
but recent observations seem to in- 
dicate that the universe is expanding: 
all stars and galaxies are wheeling 
away from each other and from a 
central point. If this expansion is the 
result of a colossal primeval explo- 
sion, and the rate of divergence has 
been constantly proportionate, the 
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universe is now some five billion 
years old. Next to that all human 
history is not even the flick of an 
eyelash. Yet God is as young now as 
He was then; He was as old then as 
He will be at the end of time. That 
gives us no clear idea of His eternity; 
yet it is some idea of what it em- 
braces and of the “ageless beauty, 
ever ancient, ever new.” 

Truly then we might ask with Da- 
vid: “When I behold Thy heavens, 
the work of Thy fingers, what is man 
that Thou shouldst be mindful of 
him?” Almighty God Himself has 
given us the answer. Sacred Scripture 
tells us that God made man the king 
of creation; it also tells us that as He 
cares for the lilies of the field and 
the birds of the air, so all the more 
He cares for us. What is more as- 
tounding is that He loves each one of 
us! 

We know that He has given us a 
soul — a mind and a free will — to 
search for and find what is true and 
good. Surely, then, we are following 
God’s plan if we look up and far 
away to the stars to find Him Who 
is truth and goodness itself. 





GOOD IDEA! 

The heavy-set matron, after many 
long, painful vocal lessons, was about 
to give a recital for some of her 
friends. “I wish I knew what to do 
with my hands when I’m singing,” 
she complained to her husband. 

“Why not,” answered her severest 
critic, “just hold them over your 
mouth?” 

American Weekly 
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POINTED 
PARAGRAPHS 


Rightful Head of the Home 


June, as every informed Catholic 
knows, is the month dedicated to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus. As the Holy 
Father recently has made clear, de- 
votion to the Sacred Heart is a neces- 
sary part of Catholic life. In honor- 
ing the Sacred Heart the faithful 
“fulfill a most serious obligation by 
which they are bound to serve God 
and dedicate themselves and all they 
have to their Creator and Redeem- 
er,” for the Sacred Heart is “the sign 
and symbol of the love with which 
God loved us through Jesus, and is 
at the same time the enlivening of 
our love for God and men.” 


There is one place where the spec- 
ial graces and blessings of this devo- 
tion are needed more than anywhere 
else, and that place is the home. On 
the right ordering of the home de- 
pends the happiness and holiness of 
all individuals, and even the stabil- 
ity and peace of the world itself. 

Our Lord, when He appeared to 
St. Margaret Mary Alacoque and re- 
vealed to her His desires, had much 
to say about the home and its rela- 
tionship to the Sacred Heart. “I will 
bless every place where a picture of 
My divine heart shall be set up and 
honored, and I will reunite families 
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and will protect and help those who 
are in necessity and those who ap- 
proach Me with confidence.” 

On another occasion He promised, 
according to the saint, “that He takes 
such pleasure in being known, loved, 
and honored by His creatures that He 
promises peace in their families and 
solace in their labors.” 


A beautiful practice, growing out 
of this promise, has become more 
and more common in late years. It 
is the so-called “enthronement of 
the Sacred Heart in the home.” Fath- 
er Francis Larkin, SS.CC., in his 
authoritative book on the subject, 
describes this as “the official and so- 
cial recognition of the sovereignty of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus over the 
Christian family, outwardly express- 
ed, and made permanent, by the sol- 
emn installation of the image of that 
divine Heart in a conspicuous place 
in the home and by the act of conse- 
cration.” 


Founder and apostle of the en- 
thronement is Father Mateo Crawley- 
Boevy, who with great zeal has work- 
ed in all parts of the world to further 
this apostolate. Father Larkin, in the 
book mentioned above, describes the 
origin of the apostolate and its prog- 
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ress, and very clearly sets down all 
that it is necessary to know on the 
subject for the family and the priest 
who presides at the enthronement. In 
his book are also collected suitable 
prayers and devotions. 

We consider it most worth while to 
urge our readers to enthrone the 
Sacred Heart in a place of honor in 
their home, that thus all the members 
of the family might be entitled to His 
special love. For information on how 
to do this officially, we recommend 
Father Larkin’s work, a 384-page 
paper-back book published at 50c 
by the Catechetical Guild, St. Paul, 
2, Minn. 


Paulist Jubilee 

In the course of this year, 1958, 
the religious congregation of men 
known as the Paulists will complete 
their first century of existence. We 
join the congratulations of THE 
LIGUORIAN to those of many oth- 
ers who rejoice in the zealous activity 
in behalf of the Church performed by 
this devoted group of men. 

Paulists have indeed been pioneers 
in many areas of priestly activity. One 
of their original aims was to reach 
American non-Catholics with the 
truth of the faith by missions and 
works directed toward them in a spe- 
cial way. From this sprang a natural 
interest in public Catholic Informa- 
tion Centers, established in the down- 
town sections of large cities. Eight 
such centers are maintained by the 
society,, in Baltimore, New York, 
Boston, Chicago, San Francisco, 
Grand Rapids, Mobile and Toronto. 

Paulists are well known also for 
their work in the Newman Founda- 
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tion at secular colleges and universi- 
ties. Here they serve as chaplains for 
Catholic students, and as competent 
representatives of the Catholic view- 
point, whom interested non-Catholics 
will approach with confidence. Some 
42 Newman Foundations are staffed 
by Paulists. 

Father Hecker, founder of the 
Paulists, was a pioneer also in the 
field of Catholic journalism. In 1865 
he began publication of the monthly 
Catholic World, which has continued 
uninterruptedly as a_ distinguished 
literary journal. More recently the 
energetic monthly Information has 
made its considerable impact on par- 
ish life. 

From the Paulist Press in New 
York has come a host of worthwhile 
pamphlets and books, including the 
famous Question Box of Father Bert- 
rand L. Conway, of which more than 
3 million copies have been sold. 

The Paulists in their publishing 
ventures are, in a sense, our competi- 
tors, but we love them all the more 
for that. There is room for much 
more of the kind of zealous activity 
they typify, and we wish them God’s 
continued blessing for the next 100 
years. 


Be Brave, Young Lovers! 
One of the very popular songs of 
the last decade was that with the 
above words in its.chorus in the light 
opera called, “The King and I.” It 
was a good song, and one that we 
feel brought comfort to many lovers. 
With June at hand, and many lov- 
ers approaching the altar, perhaps it 
is not out of place to explain what it 
means for young lovers to be brave. 
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Songs do not do much explaining; 
they touch the heart but sometimes 
leave the mind addled. Here is what 
should be added to the ideas of the 
song. . 

Be brave enough, young lovers, to 
face the fact that marriage is for life, 
and that your love and fidelity toward 
each other will have to stand many 
tests over the course of the years. 
Be brave on the solid basis of trust 
in God Who, if you start your mar- 
ried life off rightly, at His altar, will 
give you ample graces to survive 
every test. 


Be brave enough, young lovers, to 
face the fact that love alone is not 
enough for a happy and permanent 
marriage. Be brave enough to resist 
love if you find yourself attracted to 
someone who does not believe in the 
same purpose of life and the same 
purpose of marriage as you do. Be 
brave enough to suffer the pangs of 
renunciation now for a year or two, 
rather than the unrelieved misery of 
a lifetime of marriage to one who op- 
poses and resists all your strongest 
beliefs. 


Be brave enough, young lovers, to 
face the fact that without sacrifices 
of your own will and your own pref- 
erences on many occasions, your 
marriage will be an unhappy one. Be 
brave enough, in the words of St. 
Francis, to determine that in mar- 
riage you will not so much seek to 
be served as to serve. 

Be brave enough, young lovers, to 
think of the tens of thousands of mar- 
riages that fail every year, because 
one or both of the partners acted like 
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a spoiled child rather than a mature 
man or woman. No matter what your 
physical age, be brave enough to real- 
ize that marriage is for adults, and 
that if you are still like a child, with 
no sense of its seriousness and re- 
sponsibilities, it is not for you. 

In short, be brave enough to pon- 
der long and deeply the words you 
will utter in the marriage ceremony: 
“I take you . . . for better for worse, 
for richer for poorer, in sickness and 
in health, till death do us part.” Then 
God will match your bravery with 
His grace, and grant you a happy and 
lasting marriage. 


Against Co-education 

The Holy See has expressed strong 
disapproval of co-education at the 
high school level, even though it 
grants that economic reasons some- 
times make it impossible to build 
separate schools for boys and girls. 
In these latter cases it points out the 
dangers and lays down rules that will 
minimize them. 

The position of the Church on this 
subject has been promulgated in the 
Acta Apostolicae Sedis (Acts of the 
Apostolic See), which is the official 
voice of the Holy Father and of the 
various Congregations in Rome that 
help him to administer the affairs of 
the Church. In this instance the actu- 
al instruction was drawn up by the 
Congregation of Religious, but it 
states that long study had been given 
to the problem, five other important 
Congregations were consulted, in- 
cluding that which deals with mat- 
ters of concern to bishops. Before 
publication of the document, the find- 
ings were placed before Pope Pius 
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XII and he ordered the statement to 
be officially issued. Thus it carries 
unquestionable weight and authority. 

The general theme of the instruc- 
tion is that co-education, especially 
at the adolescent or high school lev- 
el, subjects youth to great moral 
dangers, and therefore cannot be ap- 
proved by the Church. It refers to the 
encyclical of Pope Pius XI on Chris- 
tian education as clearly stating the 
norms that must be borne in mind. 
Pope Pius XI had said: 

“False and harmful to Christian 
education is the so-called method of 
co-education. This, too, by many of 
its supporters, is founded upon nat- 
uralism and the denial of original 
sin; but by all, upon a deplorable con- 
fusion of ideas that mistakes a level- 
ing promiscuity and equality for the 
legitimate association of the sexes. 
The Creator has ordained and dis- 
posed perfect union of the sexes on- 
ly in matrimony, and, with varying 
degrees of contact, in the family and 
society. Besides there is not in na- 
ture itself, which fashions the two 
quite different in organism, in tem- 
perament, in abilities, anything to 
suggest that there can or ought to be 
promiscuity, and much less equality 
in the training of the two sexes.” 


The instruction approved by Pope 
Pius XII, however, realistically faces 
the fact that there are places and 
circumstances in which co-education 
cannot be avoided, and in which it 
may be looked upon as a lesser evil 
than that of depriving adolescents of 
high school education. Where this is 
true, the instruction adds that every 
attempt should be made to separate 
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boys’ and girls’ classes and activities, 
especially in lessons on the sixth 
commandment and purity, in certain 
biology and psychology classes, and 
in sports and athletics. 

This is a final answer to the ques- 
tion often asked by parents, who are 
in a position to make a choice of dif- 
ferent types of schools for their chil- 
dren, as to whether it is better to 
send their high school boys to an all- 
boys’ school and girls to an all-girls’ 
school, or to send them to mixed 
schools. Where parents are in a posi- 
tion to make a choice, those who 
think with the Church will unfailing- 
ly select a non-co-educational school. 
Those who are not free to make a 
choice, and have no alternative but 
to send their children to a co-educa- 
tional high school, will be mindful of 
its dangers, and will do all in their 
power to offset them. 


Downgrading the Priesthood 

Some time ago the columnist Jim 
Bishop, also author of the popular 
book, The Day Christ Died, and a 
Catholic, published a syndicated col- 
umn about the role of clergymen in 
the modern world. 

Making due allowances for the fact 
that columnists have to dash off their 
material pretty rapidly and cannot 
therefore weigh their words with due 
care, one yet wonders how a profess- 
ing Catholic could, even in a mo- 
ment of careless writing, give so mis- 
leading an impression of the role of 
the priesthood of Christ. 

His purpose is excellent and im- 
portant. It is to get across the idea 
that clergymen must know their peo- 
ple, be available to their people, un- 
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derstand and sympathize with their 
people. Since he is writing for the 
general public, one can understand 
why he lumps priests, ministers and 
rabbis together in urging this ideal. 

But it is strange that he should 
give no hint of understanding of the 
real priesthood established by Christ. 
There is not the slightest suggestion 
in his whole column that Christ did 
and does select certain men for cer- 
tain spiritual functions that are neces- 
sary for the salvation of human be- 
ings. 


Take this sentence: “Where the 
preacher fails . . . is when he implies, 
by attitude and indirection, that he 
has the personal endorsement of God 
and you have not.” I wonder what 
the word “ordination” means to Jim 
Bishop? Of course it is not an en- 
dorsement of everything a priest does; 
nor is it a guarantee to any priest 
that he will not lose his soul. But it 
is certainly a special authorization of 
the priest to offer the Mass, to ad- 
minister the sacraments, to teach and 
preach. Surely this is something Jim 
Bishop knows that every priest has, 
and he as a layman has not. 

Or this sentence: “The holier (a 
preacher) is, the more he places an 
ecclesiastical moat between himself 
and the sinners whom he should 
serve.” Out of this principle Jim 
Bishop almost puts into words the 
conclusion that a clergyman cannot 
do very good work unless he is a 
great sinner himself. I’m sure Jim 
Bishop did not realize it, but that 
would make a Rasputin out of every 
clergyman. (Remember Rasputin? 
He was the Russian religious leader 
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who believed that he must first draw 
people into sin, usually with himself, 
and then convert them.) What cler- 
gymen have done the greatest work 
for souls? Of course, the holiest! St. 
Francis of Assisi (though only a dea- 
con), St. Vincent de Paul, St. John 
Vianney, etc. 

Come, come, Jim Bishop. You 
can do better than that. Return to the 
subject some day and don’t be afraid 
to say what every Catholic believes 
about the necessity of priests, the 
functions of priests, and the impor- 
tance of holiness in priests. After 
that you may again wax eloquent 
about why priests (and all clergy- 
men) should be close to their people. 





PROTESTANT CONFESSIONALS 


News stories tell of the increasing 
use of confessions in the German 
Lutheran and Evangelical churches. 


Catholics, of course, believe that 
the pastors who hear such confessions 
will not have the power truly to ab- 
solve from sin. Nevertheless, we be- 
lieve that the move is a good one. 


Such confessions, non-sacramental 
though they are, will bring consola- 
tion and guidance to troubled souls.- 
They will also make the Catholic 
Church seem less strange and more 
acceptable. 

Some of our non-Catholic fellow 
citizens still have a strong prejudice 
against the confessional. Now we can 
tell them that Protestants in Germany, 
the cradle of Protestantism, have not 
only rejected their bias against the 
confessional but have actually adopted 
it for their own use. 





The Witness 
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LIGUORIANA 


By St. Alphonsus 
Selected and Edited by 
John P. Schaefer, C.SS.R. 


a PAUL defines faith as: “The 
substance of things to be hoped 
for, the evidence of things that are 
not seen.” He calls it the substance 
of things for which we hope, because 
faith is the foundation of our hope. 
Without faith, therefore, hope is im- 
possible. 

In adding that faith is “the evi- 
dence of things that are not seen,” 
St. Paul distinguishes a twofold ele- 
ment in faith. It possesses on the one 
hand a certain clearness, and on the 
other a degree of obscurity. Its clar- 
ity arises from the proofs which ren- 
der our belief certain. Its obscurity 
lies in the truths themselves which it 
teaches, for they are hidden from our 
eyes. 

This very element of obscurity, 
however, serves both the glory of God 
and our own advantage. 

A little thought should convince 
us that God will reap more glery in 
our working out our salvation 
through faith. For man should not 
merely subject his will to God by 
obeying His commandments, but his 
intellect as well by believing what- 
ever God has said. But how would 
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man give glory to God, if he were to 
accept only those things which he 
sees and understands? It should be 
evident, therefore, that God receives 
much more honor and glory from 
man’s acceptance of what he does not 
see or understand solely because it 
is God Who has said it. 


Faith, then, is the most perfect of 
all sciences. For it is infused into our 
souls by divine light, which is super- 
ior to all human and angelic inspir- 
ation. It is true that the objects of 
faith are concealed from us in this 
life. Yet they are more certain than 
everything which we see or compre- 
hend. One source of human knowl- 
edge is the senses. They frequently 
deceive us. Another is the human in- 
tellect. It often leads us into error. 
The truths of faith, however, are 
manifested to us by God, Who can 
neither deceive or be deceived. 


It also works to our advantage 
that the objects of our faith should 
be hidden from us. If they were clear 
we would possess evidence. Our 
minds would be forced to accept 
without any choice, and, therefore, 
without merit. For merit consists in 
the acceptance of things not by neces- 
sity, but by free will. “Faith,” ex- 
plains St. Gregory, “has no merit if 
human reason demands experience 
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for it.” The saint was merely reiter- 
ating the words of our Lord: “Bless- 
ed are they who have not seen, and 
yet have believed.” 

The proofs of the truth of our 
faith, on the other hand, are so con- 
vincing that it would not only be im- 
prudent, but unreasonable, not to 
embrace the faith. Thus divine prov- 
idence has seen to it that the truths 
themselves are obscure — that we 
might merit by our belief. But that 
the unbeliever might have no excuse, 
the motives of faith are abundantly 
clear. For these reasons it is a mat- 
ter of strict justice that the believer 
be rewarded for his faith and the un- 
believer be punished for his infidelity. 


In future writings I will deal with 
these proofs, the motives for our 
faith. j 

We Catholics should thank God 
continually for granting us this most 
precious gift of faith, and for receiv- 
ing us into the Catholic Church as 
children. And like children we should 
subject our minds to the truths of 
faith with humility. For while the 
mysteries of faith are not contradic- 


tory to human reason, they are super- 
ior to it. 


T SHOULD not be our aim to un- 
derstand these truths of our faith 

by reasoning. For when the proud 
attempt to solve such things, they 
apply a very weak mind to many dif- 
ficulties from which they are not ca- 
pable of freeing themselves. St. Ter- 
esa, for instance, boasted that the 
less she understood the divine mys- 
teries, the greater was her sense of 
devotion to believe in them. And at 
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the hour of her death she continued 
to give thanks to God for making her 
a daughter of the Church and for 
granting her the gift of faith. 


It was also the contention of St. 
Teresa that all the sins of the faithful 
are committed because of a lack of 
faith. For should one keep continu- 
ally before his eyes the truths of 
faith: the majesty of God, His love 
for men, such benefits as the redemp- 
tion, the passion and death of Christ, 
the gift of the Blessed Sacrament; if 
one should meditate frequently upon 
the death which awaits him, and the 
happiness or unhappiness of an eter- 
nity, he would find it impossible to 
live as an enemy of God. 

We should, therefore, renew our 
faith often and recall to mind the 
eternal truths. It was in this manner 
that the saints obtained their eternal 
crowns. They were filled with these 
thoughts. 


I am going to write of the proofs 
of our faith. But I must remind you 
and ask you to bear constantly in 
mind that it is not because of these 
proofs that we ought to believe. We 
should rather base our belief upon 
the authority of God alone Who re- 
veals these things through the Cath- 
olic Church. These proofs, which we 
call the motives of credibility, give 
us this advantage, that we may per- 
ceive and judge that the true faith is 
that which the Catholic Church alone 
teaches. 





Some people have the idea that 
they are worth a lot of money just 
because they have it. 
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\BpoK REVIEWS 


Thomas Tobin, C.SS.R. 


We recommend that books listed or reviewed in THE LIGUORIAN 
be purchased at your local bookstore. If you cannot obtain the 


book in that way, you may write to THE LIGUORIAN for further 
information. 





The Liturgy of the Mass Pius Parsch 

This third edition of the popular book on the Mass has 
been translated and adopted by Rev. H. E. Winstone, and 
published with an introduction by Rev. Clifford Howell, SJ. 
One of the early books on the Mass, it still remains the best 
popular book on the subject. 

Father Pius Parsch, an Augistinian monk, was one of the 
pioneers in Germany in the Liturgical Movement to awaken 
Catholics’ vision to the treasure of the liturgy and to invite 
them to participate actively in the official worship of God 
in the prayer life of the Church. Some of the reforms he 
suggested have been approved and even commanded by 
the authority of the Church. 

The Liturgy of the Mass combines scholarship with read- 
ability in such a manner that any interested person can 
profit immeasurably from its pages. The first six chapters 
explain the doctrinal and historical aspects of the Mass as 
preparation for the detailed examination of the parts of the 
Mass in the next twenty-three chapters. The last two chap- 
ters discuss the manner of studying a Mass text and the 
history of the Canon. 

If asked to recommend only one book on the Mass, with- 
out hesitation this reviewer would choose this classic book 
by Father Parsch. 


(Herder, $4.95) 


A Catholic Child’s Book about God 


Jane Werner Watson 
Eloise Wilkin 








Two women have collaborated on this picture book for 
young children. God’s love for the child is depicted in vari- 
ous scenes from nature and from the life of the child in such 
a way that God is made the source of all the good things 
in the child's world. Well done on very heavy coated paper 
that will withstand much wear. 

(Simon and Schuster, $1.25) 
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Superstition Corner Sheila Kaye-Smith 
A reprint of the novel of Reformation England by the Eng- 
lish convert, Sheila Kaye-Smith. The mystery, intrigue and 
Se suspense connected with the hunting down of Catholics and 
priests are captured in these pages. A good Catholic novel 
by a master of the trade. 


(Image, $ .65, paper cover) 


Tales of A Flier’s Faith Ed Mack Miller 

Ed Mack Miller has all the tools for this book of short 
stories about airplanes and their pilots, wives and friends. 
Flying as an airline pilot and as an Air Force jet pilot fur- 
nished the technical knowledge; his spiritual insight into life 
gives him the required wisdom; an active imagination sug- 
gests the necessary facility to his pen. In most of the stories 
the author's talents combine to give the reader a finely @ 
wrought and grippingly interesting story. These are not just 
stories written by a Catholic with more sentimental piety 
than doctrinal piety and literary ability. Some of the stories 
have an O’Henry twist at the end. 

Certain passages of the introduction, A Flier’s Faith, are 
almost lyrical in the intensity of expression. The following 
passage reveals the faith as well as literary skill of Ed Mack 
Miller. 

“The pilot's knowledge of God comes also through the 
joys which he is lifted to earth’s third heaven to observe; 
try as he may he can never quite adequately describe the 
beauties with which his eyes have been anointed. He wan- © 
ders happily down castellated canyons of powder puff col- 
umns or climbs free and fearless up the ‘long, delirious, 
burning blue;’ he races the sun across joyous vagrant 
islands of nowhere or does wings over the Pleiades; he 
drops confident out into the sparkling a of a Manhattan 
on fire with life and lights at midnight. . . . There are no 
atheists in cockpits.” 

Mr. Miller is a new talent on the Catholic. scene. He is well 
worth knowing by those who like airplanes or by those who 
just like people. 

(Doubleday and Co., $3.50) 


Pity the Innocent Ethel Mannin 

Miss Mannin, the English author of over twenty-eight nov- 

els chooses as her theme the struggle of a young boy who 

@ learns that his mother has been hanged for murder. A psy- 


chological novel that didn’t cause this reviewer to Pity the 
Innocent. 


(G. P. Putman Sons, $3.50) 
June, 1958 61 











Thunder in the Distance Jacques Leclercq 

Strange as it may seem, one of the leaders of modern 

China was a Belgian Catholic priest, Father Vincent Lebbe. 

This intense man acted on the principle, against the mis- : 
sionary theory of his day, that the missionaries should chris- 

tianize and not Europeanize the Chinese! He fell in love @ 
with Chinese culture and its way of life, adopted the Chinese 
way of dress and called himself a Chinese. This biography 
by the well-known Canon Leclercq details the successes and 
defeats of this valiant man. An extremely interesting biog- 
raphy of the Vincentian priest who played a major role in 
the establishment of a Chinese hierarchy in modern China. 
(Sheed and Ward, $5.00) 





Angel of the Delta Edward F. Murphy 
Father Edward Murphy has produced another novel about 
the New Orleans he knows so well. Angel of the Delta is 
the fictionized biography of Margaret Goffney, a remark- 
ed able woman of Civil War times. The Irish-born lady is seen 
in action in this simply told tale. It will appeal to readers 
who have liked the author's previous works, The Scarlet 
Lily and Bride for New Orleans. 





(Hanover House, $3.95) 


The Land of Cain Peter Lappin 
Peter Lappin, now a Salesian priest in the United States, 
lived through the days of the “trouble” in Belfast between 
the Catholics and the Protestants. Appropriately he calls his 
novel of this period, The Land of Cain. Brian Tracey was ® 
pulled into active retaliation when his younger brother was 
killed in his own house. An interesting novel of modern 
Ireland. 


(Doubleday and Co., $3.95) 


My Catholic Faith Bishop Louis Morrow, §S.T.D. 
The fifth printing of this excellent large catechism of over 
400 pages has been the occasion for a thorough revision of 
Morrow's book, My Catholic Faith. This book follows the 
. standard division of the catechism into faith, commandments, 
@ and grace, but the treatment is in much greater detail. A 
highly recommended catechism as is evident from the praise 
bestowed by Bishop Sheen. “The presentation is such as to 
satisfy the mentality of both children and adults, and is even 
not beyond an excellent review for those who have studied 

both dogmatic and moral theology.” 
(My Mission House, $4.00) 
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St. Thomas More E. E. Reynolds 

A very scholarly and readable life of the man who was 
one of the great figures of sixteenth century England. Well @ 
! recommended. 


(Image, $ .95) 


The Legend of St. Francis and the Wolf 
The Legend of St. Jerome and the Lion 
The Legend of St. Anthony, the Fishes and the Mule 

@ Books to color and keep about legends of the saints and 
their contacts with animals. The drawings and texts are well 
done and will help the children of the primary grades. A 
good beginning to a new series. 

(Catechetical Guild, $ .20 each) 





Prince of Darkness J. F. Powers 
J. F. Powers is one of the great short story tellers of our 
generation. This collection, now reprinted in the Image 
series, has been hailed by many as an outstanding contribu- 
tion to Catholic letters. Powers has deep insight, a trenchant 

detail with a word or phrase. The stories are about priests, ® 
boxers, Negroes and baseball. Undoubtedly one of the great 
talents of American Catholic literature. Not the usual pietistic 
and moralistic stories that masquerade as Catholic stories. 
(Image, $ .85) 


Perpetual Help Daily Missal, Vol. Il 

This paper-bound book is the second volume of the missal 
dedicated to Our Mother of Perpetual Help; it covers the 
three months of April, May and June. The various parts in 


@ the common and proper of the Mass are numbered so that 

: it is very easy to follow the parts of the Mass. The illustra- 
). i tions, arrangements, and text make this another fine addi- 
Tr tion to our English Missals. The prayers to the Mother of 
of Perpetual Help are given in the first section of the book. 
e (Perpetual Help Center) 
3, Ny 
A 
e Religion and the Rise of Western Culture 
io Christopher Dawson 
n The basic explanation of the relation between religion and @ 
dd European culture. Dawson is a master in this field. For the 

serious reader. 

0) (Image, $ .85) 
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LUCID\ 1 / INTERVALS 





The ocean liner was pitching in a heavy 
gale. A passenger, noticing a sea-sick man 
standing by the rail, remarked to the 
woman at her side: 

“Your husband’s a poor sailor, isn’t he?” 

“Indeed not,” said the other, indignant- 
ly. “He’s a wealthy rancher.” 





VERSE AND WORSE 


My typist has gone on her holiday, 
My typist has gone on a s-ree, 

My tipst hap gone oh hyr hadidpy, 
O gring bacq my hipist to me. 
Bling bac? oK lring bac. 

Oh bynl b4ck my tpisth to me tu mo 
Brung bacff ocsling 8 ac 

Oh blynK ba'K mg ?t%qts? m/O darn! 














Judge: “You are accused of deserting 
your wife. What have you to say for your- 
self?” 

Plaintiff: “Your honor, if you knew my 
wife, you would understand that I am 
not a deserter, I’m a refugee.” | 


Bob: “You look terrible today, Bill. 
What happened to you?” 

Bill: “Last night when I was going to 
bed, I was so sleepy I made a dreadful 
mistake and plugged the electric blanket 
into the electric toaster and kept popping 
out of bed all night.” 
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A householder who was subject to night- 
mares advertised in the local newspaper: 

“Room and board offered a couple who 
would not object to screaming in the 
night.” 

Before the crack of dawn the follow- 
ing morning, the telephone rang and a 
woman’s desperate voice came over the 
wire: 

“I have just read your ad in the morn- 
ing paper. Tell me, just how often would 
you require us to scream?” 

e 

Looking around a western ranch, the 
city man was startled to discover a large 
pond with several bell-ringing buoys float- 
ing on its wind-swept surface. 

He exclaimed to the rancher: “I thought 
buoys were a navigational aid!” 

“They are,” replied the rancher. “That’s 
why we have them. This is such a large 
ranch that the cows could never find the 
pond if they couldn’t hear the bells ring- 
ing in those buoys.” 

“Oh, come now, you're pulling my leg, 
aren’t you?” 

“Pulling your leg?” the rancher said in 
a hurt tone. “Do you mean to tell me you 
never heard of cowbuoys?” 





FILE 138 
Sad Fate: A man working in a dis- 
tillery fell into a vat of whiskey 
the other day and broke his pledge. 


Sad Fate No. 2: The bell ringer 
who became entangled in his bell 
rope and got himself tolled off. 


A gossip is a person with a good 
sense of rumor. 
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BEST SELLERS 


A Moral Evaluation of Current Books, Published at the University of Scranton, Pa. 


I. Suitable for general reading: 


Saint Dominic: Pilgrim of Light— 
Brown 

Sawdust Empire—Brier 

Bitter Ground—Burnett 

Park Row—Churchill 

The Chapel at Ronchamp—Corbusier 

March’s Thesaurus Dictionary—Cousins 

Come Dance With Me—DeValois 

My Other Self—Enzler 

The Fastest Man Alive—Everest & 
Guenther 

Christian Thought and Action— 
Graham 

Edit With Lead—Grooms 

Kissing Cousins—Hahn 

Masters of Deceit—Hoover 

The Land of Cain—Lappin 

River in the Sea—Leip 

The Highfields Story—McCorkle 

No Wonder We Are Losing—Morris 

Theodore Roosevelt, Vol. I—Putnam 

The Long Fight—Rayner 

The Virtuous Women of Pont Clery— 
Sandstrom 

Democracy and Catholicism in America 
—Shields 

Lady from Savannah—Shultz & 
Lawrence 

The Conscience of the Rich—Snow 

Time and the Hour—Spring 

St. Bernadette Soubirous—Trochu 

Saint Bernadette—Trouncer 

Louis Pasteur—Vallery-Radot 

The Temptations of Christ—Vann & 
Meagher 

St. Dominic— von Matt & Vicaire 

The Long Haul West—Waggoner 


II, Suitable only for Adults: 


A. Because of advanced style and contents: 


Strictly Academic—Barr 

The Return of Ansel Gibbs—Buechner 
The Spirit of Man—Burnett 

Exile and the Kingdom—Camus 

The Nun’s Answer—Carmelite Nun 
The Ten Thousand Things—Dermout 


The Mackerel Plaza—De Vries 

The Right of the People—Douglas 

Bitter Lemons—Durrell 

A Week End in the Middle of the 
Week—Gogarty 

The Hireling—Hartley 

Gnomon—Kenner 

The Counterfeit Traitor—Klein 

Child of the Revolution—Leonhard 

So Brief a Spring—Manceron 

Voltaire in Love—Mitford 

This Side of the Truth—Montague 

I Was a Slave in Russia—Noble 

A Time to Be Happy—Sahagal 

The Silk-Cotton Tree—Warner 

The Young Caesar—Warner 

Clarence Darrow — Attorney for the 
Damned—Weinberg 

The American Earthquake—Wilson 

The Midwich Cuckoos—Wyndham 


. Because of immoral incidents which do 


not, however, invalidate the book as 
a whole: 
Young Mr. Keefe—Birmingham 
The Office—Brown 
The Unsilent Generation—Butz 
The Damned Wear Wings—Camerer 
First Trilogy—Cary 
Angry Harvest—Field & Mierzenski 
King of the Mountain—Garrett 
Queen's Blade—Gorham 
The Choir Invisible—Hauser 
The Sundial—Jackson 
The Old Man and the Sky—Portune 
The Winthrop Woman—Seton 
Ride the Red Earth—Wellman 
From Death to Morning—Wolfe 


III. Permissible for the discriminat- 


ing adult: 
A Place Without Twilight—Feibleman 
Wine of Life—Gorham 
Man of Montmartre—Longstreet 


IV. Not recommended to any reader: 


The Southern Cross—French 
The Subterraneans—Kerouac 





You Can Help Others... 


By reading The Liguorian, exercising your memory to 
retain explanations of Catholic truths or moral laws published 
therein, and then talking about what you have learned to 
others who ask questions or express doubts about the same 
subjects. 


By starting or joining a study club that reviews, analyzes 
and discusses doctrinal or moral articles published in The 
Liguorian. 


By passing on your copy of The Liguorian, after you have 
read it, to someone who needs or has asked for enlightenment 
on many things taught and believed by Catholics. 


By giving a gift-subscription to The Liguorian to a pros- 
pective or new convert, to a non-Catholic friend who likes to 
discuss religious topics, to a slipping or wavering Catholic. 
Use the form below for such a gift. 


Please send The Liguorian for one year ($2.00 enclosed); for 
three years ($5.00 enclosed); to: 








0; |. ba SaaS G eo ....-- LONE........... STATE 


(You may also send one-year subscriptions to three different 
persons for $5.00). 


Mail to 
THE LIGUORIAN 
LIGUORI, MO. 





